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“Placerville, a unique historical past forging into a golden future.” 
 

 

City Manager’s Report 

February 28, 2017 City Council Meeting 

Prepared by:  Cleve Morris, City Manager 

Item #:  12.3 

 

Subject:  Consider a Resolution of opposition to California Senate Bill 54 relating to Sanctuary 

State status. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background: Councilmember Wendy Thomas has requested that this item be placed on the 

agenda for consideration.  The bill is in the Senate Appropriations Committee at this time but is 

drafted as emergency legislation that would take effect immediately.  Attached is a description of 

the Bill taken from the Legislative Council’s Digest.  The strike out and additions shown are 

changes proposed by the Bill’s co-authors. 

 

Discussion:  The bill’s author states:  “SB54, also known as the California Values Act, seeks to 

prevent the use of state and local public resources to aid federal Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) agents in deportation actions, effectively establishing sanctuary state status 

from border to border in California.”    

 

While the City of Placerville has no desire, or power, to involve itself in immigration policy or 

law, there is a growing concern about the unintended consequences, both financial and from a 

standpoint of public safety and security, if California were to adopt a Sanctuary State status from 

border to border. 

 

The proposed action before you tonight is to adopt a Resolution of opposition based on the 

following findings: 

 

1. Sanctuary State policies take away local control.  SB54 would limit communication 

and cooperation between law enforcement partners, both at a federal and state level, 

jeopardizing the safety of our cities, our state and our nation. 

 

The California State Sheriffs Association opposes the bill stating:  

“We understand and appreciate the sensitivity of this issue and stand ready to continue to discuss 

it further. Unfortunately, this bill restricts local agencies from working with our federal partners. 

SB 54 prohibits law enforcement from responding to federal requests for notification when a jail 

houses someone who might be the subject of an immigration enforcement action. State law, the 

TRUST Act, already governs when and how a local entity may detain a person subject to an 

immigration hold. That said, we believe it is inappropriate for the state to tell a local agency that 

it cannot respond to a request for information from the federal government.  

Additionally, by prohibiting law enforcement agencies from giving federal immigration 

authorities access to interview individuals in agency custody for immigration enforcement 

purposes, this bill creates a hurdle between governmental agencies that are all trying to fulfill  



 
  12.3 

CMReport 02282017 SB54 Resolution rev (1)  2 

 

their duties and obligations. This is not a comment on any particular policy, but rather relates to 

the desire and need for law enforcement to be able to work together at all levels of government.  

Further, despite the bill’s language that nothing prohibits law enforcement from sending to, or 

receiving from, federal immigration authorities information regarding an individual’s citizenship 

or immigration status, we are concerned that the bill’s provisions restricting communication and 

interaction with federal authorities could be construed in such a way that vital federal funding 

could be jeopardized.”  

2. Federal funding to our city and to our state could be jeopardized if SB54 is enacted.  

The potential costs are unknown at this time.  However, the federal government is 

actively seeking defunding proposals for sanctuary state cities and has stated that law 

enforcement and other grant programs will also be terminated.   

 

3. SB54 would make public schools, hospitals and courthouses safe haven for 

California residents, regardless of immigration status, adding layers of bureaucracy 

in both funded and unfunded state-mandates. 

 

While we recognize that immigration policy is a highly sensitive and complex issue, the power to 

enforce and enact immigration policy lies solely with the federal government, not the state.  

Therefore, the City of Placerville resolves to do nothing that would impede or otherwise interfere 

with our ability to comply with federal law, and we recognize and defend the Constitution as the 

Supreme law of the land. 

 

Attached is a draft resolution for consideration. 

 

Options:   

1. Proceed with adoption of the resolution as proposed. 

2. Adopt the resolution with amendments. 

3. Do not adopt the resolution at this time.  

 

Cost:  None at this time.     

 

Budget Impact:  None 

 

Recommendation:  Consider a Resolution of opposition to California Senate Bill 54 relating to 

Sanctuary State status. 

 

 

_________________________________   
M. Cleve Morris, City Manager    

 

Attachments:   Resolution 

    SB54 Text 


