
Community Development Department 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

DATE: April 20, 2005 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Steve Calfee, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: City of Placerville Non-Motorized Transportation Plan (NMTP), 

Adoption 
              
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The City Council adopt a Resolution approving the City of Placerville Non-Motorized 
Transportation Plan (“Plan”). 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Placerville General Plan contains goals and policies promoting the 
preparation and implementation of a non-motorized circulation system (pedestrians & 
bicyclists).  In 2003, staff sought a Caltrans grant to fund the creation of the Plan, 
however the State budget crisis resulted in a lack of funds available to communities for 
this type of planning effort.  Shortly thereafter, the El Dorado County Transportation 
Commission (“EDCTC”) graciously volunteered to take the lead to develop the Plan 
with the assistance of the City.  On September 23, 2003, the City Council was presented 
with and approved the project scope for the Plan; and, shortly thereafter, the City 
Council approved the goals and objectives of the Plan by Resolution. 
 
To assist in the preparation of the Plan, a 12-member advisory committee was formed 
which included community members, a City Planning Commissioner and three City 
staff members. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Recognizing that funding is always a constraint for implementation for a plan such as 
this, one of the primary missions of the Plan is to fulfill the requirements of the Bicycle 
Transportation Act.  This will allow the City access to the Bicycle Transportation funds.  
Although the Plan is characterized as a Non-Motorized Transportation Plan, emphasis 
is on facilities that accommodate the “bicycle commuter” and providing linkages 
between neighborhoods, commerce and employment centers, schools, parks and 
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government.  And, while this is the focus of the Plan, the Plan also includes a significant 
inventory of the City’s pedestrian circulation system and contains a pedestrian element. 
 
An important component of the NMTP is a Supplemental Study on the feasibility of a 
trail in the downtown area between Clay Street and lower Main Street/Forni Road.  The 
Supplemental Study analyzes the use of the railroad right-of-way as a trail and studies 
alternative routes.  The purpose of this supplement was to determine the feasibility of 
the various routes in the downtown corridor, and provide guidance as to where the 
City’s efforts for a downtown trail should be, if one at all.  The supplemental study 
generally concludes that the preferred option for a “trail” linkage between Clay Street 
and lower Main Street/Forni Road is an onstreet Main Street route.  The use of the 
railroad right-of-way is not recommended due to high cost, environmental and 
engineering constraints, the potential impact on Highway 50 operational improvements 
and public safety.  Although not mentioned in the supplement, there is also the 
potential conflict of the use of the railroad right-of-way as a trail in light of the 
Downtown Revitalization Action Plan adopted by City Council and that Plan’s 
recommendations for the railroad right-of-way corridor.  City Administration, 
Engineering and Planning staff have worked closely with EDCTC and its consultant on 
the supplement; and, even though this conclusion may not be a popular one, staff 
wholly supports it for the reasons outlined above. 
 
On April 19, 2005, the Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on the Draft NMTP.  
At the conclusion of the hearing, the Planning Commission voted unanimously to 
recommend adoption by the City Council.  The Planning Commission, however, 
recommended that the conclusion of the Supplemental Study be excluded from the 
NMTP.  The Planning Commission believes that additional analysis on the feasibility of 
the railroad right-of-way between Clay Street and lower Main Street/Forni Road be 
done. 
 
The NMTP is an excellent planning document; however, it is important to note that the 
document is dynamic, ambitious and subject to change.  Nonetheless, it is an excellent 
“first” step in putting the City on a more proactive approach in accommodating the 
non-motorized transportation community.  Of course, funding is integral to any plan 
implementation.  But, with no plan, funding is highly unlikely.  The El Dorado County 
Transportation Commission and their staff should be commended for this effort.  
Should the City Council wish to adopt the Plan, then it is recommended that the City 
Council adopt the Resolution attached hereto.  On a final note, a more formal 
PowerPoint presentation will be made to the City Council by the EDCTC staff and their 
consultant who prepared the supplement. 
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Prepared by:       Reviewed by: 
 
_________________________    _________________________ 
Steve Calfee       John Driscoll 
Community Development Director   City Manager/City Attorney          
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