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City of Placerville 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: June 14, 2005 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
cc:  John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 
SUBJECT: Placerville Station Expansion CMAQ Grant Application 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing City staff to submit a grant 
application to the El Dorado County Transportation Commission requesting funding 
under the Federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program (CMAQ) for the 
purpose of acquiring property for the expansion of the Placerville Station multi-modal 
facility, and for the design and construction of an approximate 70-space park and ride 
facility with bike lockers, a trail staging area, and the construction of that section of the 
El Dorado Trail that extends through the property. 
 
Background 
 
The existing multi-modal park and bus facility located on Mosquito Road in the City of 
Placerville is known as Placerville Station. Placerville Station was completed in the 
summer of 2001. It consists of 54 parking spaces and is heavily used by Sacramento and 
regional-bound commuters. The facility serves as a base for transit buses, carpools and 
vanpools utilizing the SR50 corridor from Placerville to the Sacramento region, as well as 
the Bay Area and South Lake Tahoe. The facility also serves as a transfer point for 
Amtrak buses.  

 
The facility is often used to capacity and there is a need to expand the facility. El Dorado 
Transit, which uses the facility as a transfer point for many of its routes, projects that its 
uses of the facility will double within the next few years.  

 
The approximate 1.8 acres adjacent to the facility is owned by the El Dorado Irrigation 
District, and the City of Placerville currently has an option to purchase that property for 
approximately $212,000. The grant application for this project includes the acquisition of 
land for the expansion of the facility, construction of the expansion of the parking 
facility, installation of bicycle lockers, construction of the segment of the El Dorado Trail 
that traverses the property, all of which will be used in conjunction with the existing 
Placerville Station to provide expanded multi-modal transportation opportunities.  
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Depending on available funding, the ultimate plan for the project will include either an 
approximate 40,000 to 45,000 square-foot ground level asphalt parking lot, consisting of 
75 to 80 parking spaces, at an estimated cost of $1.4 million (including property 
acquisition), or a multi-story reinforced concrete parking structure consisting of 
approximately 200 parking spaces, at an estimated cost of $7 to $10 million. If a multi-
story parking structure was built, a portion of the ground floor would include 
commercial/retail uses in order to provide revenue stream for facility maintenance.  
 
In addition to providing a transfer point for regional and local transportation needs, the 
facility would be located adjacent to the El Dorado Trail, which is a pedestrian/bicycle 
trail linking downtown Placerville to outlying areas.  As stated above, part of this first 
phase of the project includes the construction of the segment of the El Dorado Trail 
across the property that will close the gap between the existing trail that extends easterly 
to Camino, and that segment currently under construction within the City between 
Mosquito Road and Clay Street. 
 
The grant application prepared by City staff is to provide the initial phase of the work 
necessary to expand the Park and Bus facility.  The tasks contemplated are as follows: 
 

1. Exercising the City's current option with El Dorado Irrigation District to acquire 
the approximate 1.8-acre property for a purchase price of $212,000 (copy of 
option agreement attached). 

 
2. Prepare the engineering design for the parking lot improvements consisting of a 

ground level asphalt parking lot, bike locker facilities, trail staging area, and 
design for that segment of the El Dorado Trail that traverses the property. 

 
3. Award a construction contract to construct the facility and to construct the 

segment of the El Dorado Trail as it crosses the property consistent with the 
design developed in task 2 above. 

 
Staff estimates that the cost of the above outlined project will be $1,400,000.  A detailed 
breakdown of the cost estimates are included in the CMAC grant application, a copy of 
which is attached to this staff report. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
Funding for this project is dependent upon the award of the City's grant application for 
this project by the El Dorado County Transportation Commission.  If this grant is 
awarded, this project will be added to the City's Capital Improvement Program for the 
05/06, and 06/07 fiscal years.  These federal grants require a local match of 11.47%; 
therefore, if the grant is awarded to the City, matching funds in the amount of 
approximately $161,000 would have to be appropriated for this project by a future 
Council action. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
___________________ 
Randy Pesses 
Public Works Director 
 
 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council:  Reviewed as to Fiscal Impact: 
 
 
_______________________________                    _______________________  
John Driscoll      David Warren 
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