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City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

DATE: September 9, 2005  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
cc:  John Driscoll 
 
SUBJECT: CONCEPTUAL APPROVAL OF A PETITION BY PROPERTY  
  OWNERS IN THE NEWTOWN ROAD/MOTOR CITY AREA FOR  
  CONNECTION TO THE CITY’S SEWER COLLECTION SYSTEM 
 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the City Council grant conceptual approval of a proposal to connect several existing 
mobile home parks and other properties in the Newtown Road/Motor City area east of the 
Placerville city limits to connect to the City's sanitary sewer collection system located at 
Smith Flat. 
 
Background 
 
The existing mobile home parks located along Newtown Road in the Motor City area just 
east of the Placerville city limits have been in existence for many years and operated 
utilizing on-site sewage disposal by means of septic tanks and leach fields.  The soil and 
geologic conditions in that area are marginal for providing on-site sewage disposal for 
these types of facilities and in recent years the septic systems of these mobile home parks 
have been experiencing numerous problems to the point where the El Dorado County 
Environmental Management Department has determined that potential public health and 
safety problems exist and has mandated that corrective measures be immediately 
undertaken.  In an effort to achieve a long-term resolution to this problem, affected 
property owners have submitted a petition (copy attached) requesting approval to connect 
to the City's sanitary sewer system.  An engineering consultant has been retained to 
analyze the feasibility of this proposal; however, prior to committing a significant amount 
of time and resources to this analysis, property owners request an indication from the 
City as to the acceptability of connecting these properties to the City's system. 
 
These properties do fall within the Wastewater Service Area Boundary identified within 
the City General Plan and Section 7-4-9 "Users Outside City Limits" of the City 
Ordinance Code does address this circumstance, and spells out the criteria under which 
the connection of these properties must adhere.  In addition, staff has advised 
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representatives for these property owners of certain conditions and pre-requisites for the 
City to make a final determination as to the viability of receiving these properties into the 
City system.  Principal among those issues identified by staff that must be satisfactorily 
addressed as conditions of connection are: 
 

• Placerville does not currently possess a comprehensive Sewer Master Plan that 
identifies the capacity of the City's existing collection system and the upgrades 
that may be necessary to accommodate build-out of the City's service area.  An 
analysis must be provided which answers these questions and clearly 
demonstrates that capacity exists to accommodate the connection of these 
properties and clearly demonstrates that by allowing this “out of City service”, 
available capacity will not be consumed such that the City is unable to provide 
sewer service to potentially-developed properties within the City limits, now or in 
the future. 

 
• The ultimate capacity of the Hangtown Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant is 2.3 

mgd and it currently operates at an average dry weather flow of approximately 1.1 
mgd.  However, because of inflow and infiltration (I & I) problems that currently 
exist within the City's collection system, peak wet weather flows during storm 
events can exceed the overall capacity of the plant.  Therefore, the contribution 
associated with these properties connecting to the City's collection system would 
exacerbate the problems that already exist at the treatment plant.  A proposed 
connection condition to the City's system would be that these properties mitigate 
their impact to the treatment plant by correcting existing I & I problem areas 
within the City's collection system such that it offsets the contribution associated 
with the connection of these properties. 

 
• In addition, because inflow and infiltration are such a significant problem with the 

City's collection system, these properties will be required to verify that their own 
internal sanitary sewer collection systems are not subject to I & I problems as 
well.  This may require a significant upgrade of the existing collection systems on 
those properties. 

 
In addition to the above requirements, these property owners would be expected to adhere 
to the requirements outlined in Section 7-4-9 of the City Code, and all pipelines, pump 
stations, and incidental facilities required to connect to the City system would be 
designed and constructed at the property owner's expense and would meet all current City 
standards.  To the extent that any constructed facilities have the capacity to serve 
properties in addition to those identified in the attached petition, a reimbursement 
agreement could be entered into with the City whereby as additional properties connect to 
this system, they would pay a prorata reimbursement to the original project proponents.  
Further, the costs associated with correcting existing inflow and infiltration problem areas 
could be credited against any Capital Connection Fees paid to the City by these properties 
since these corrective measures would be undertaken by the City at some future point 
independent of this proposed project. 
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It is important to note that approval of this item does not represent a commitment to 
provide service to these properties.  It is merely an indication to the petitioners that if 
they can address all those issues raised by staff, and required under Section 7-4-9 of the 
City Code that the City would be willing to consider this request on its merits. 
 
Upon completion of an engineering feasibility study, staff will engage in an appropriate 
review and produce a final set of conditions to submit for Council consideration. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
The costs associated with this feasibility analysis, and the costs of any subsequent 
improvements will be the responsibility of the project proponents.  As a condition of 
connecting to the City system, they will be required to pay the Capital Connection Fees in 
effect at that time (subject to a potential credit for inflow and infiltration mitigations) and 
will be responsible for paying the City's sewer rate charges for service.  Presuming that 
the City's sewer rates adequately cover the cost of providing this service, there should be 
no negative fiscal impact upon the City as result of this proposal. 
 
 
Prepared By:     Reviewed By: 
 
 
 
________________________  ________________________ 
Randy Pesses     John W. Driscoll 
Public Works Director   City Manager/City Attorney 
 


