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City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  September 13, 2005 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: REMOVAL OF "AD HOC" DESIGNATION FOR THE SAVE OUR 

SIERRA COMMITTEE 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council by Minute Order delete the "ad hoc" designation of the Save Our Sierra 
Committee, and further no longer authorize City staff participation in the Committee. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On January 20, 2005, the City Council authorized City staff to participate with residents of the 
Country Club Drive area in the formation of an ad hoc exploratory citizens' committee to 
determine the feasibility of the acquisition of the Sierra Golf Course site. The Council's action 
was in response to a request by the residents of the Country Club Drive area who had expressed 
concern over the fact that the operation of the golf course on the site had been defunct for 
approximately a year. The residents wanted to explore the possibility of acquiring the site for 
either reestablishing the golf course or maintaining the site as open space in some fashion.  
 
For the past several months, staff has assisted the Committee in developing contacts as well as 
exploring possible funding opportunities for acquisition of the site. The Committee has been very 
careful to not put burdens on staff time as well as to make sure that its actions were subject to 
prior review by City staff. Unfortunately, as of this time, the Committee has not been able to 
secure funding for the purpose of acquiring the site. The Council's original action established a 
nine-month sunset date for the Committee.  That nine-month period will expire on October 25, 
2005. 
 
A development application for the site has recently been received by the City. On August 25, 
2005, staff attended the Save Our Sierra Committee meeting to advise them of the submittal of 
the development application and address issues that are raised because of the application. Staff 
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advised the Committee that in light of the development application the City could no longer 
participate in and assist the Committee if the members of the Committee wanted to take a 
position opposing the application.  
 
The Committee members recognized that there would potentially be a conflict of interest and 
certainly the appearance of impropriety if the City was part of a Committee which sought to 
preserve the golf course site as open space while the City was at the same time considering an 
application to develop the site. As a result of this discussion, the Committee unanimously voted 
to request the Council to remove its designation as an ad hoc City committee. Although the 
Committee's action sought to remove the ad hoc designation immediately, staff informed the 
Committee members that formal action by the City Council would also be required. 
 
ANALYSIS  
 
In light of the development application for the site, it would be inappropriate for the City to 
continue to participate in and assist the Committee in its attempt to preserve the site as open 
space. The City needs to deal with the development application in an impartial and objective 
manner, and the City's continued participation with the Committee certainly has the appearance 
of compromising that objectivity. By removing the designation of an ad hoc City committee, the 
Committee will be free to operate as a committee in opposing the project should it so desire.  
 
It is staff's recommendation that the City Council at this time remove the ad hoc designation so 
that the Save Our Sierra Committee will be no longer affiliated with the City.  Further, staff 
would no longer be allowed to participate in and assist the Committee members other than in the 
same fashion that they would assist any member of the general public. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
     
 
_________________________________  
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
 
 


