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City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  September 13, 2005 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: REQUEST BY EL DORADO COUNTY REGISTRAR OF VOTERS TO 

USE TOWN HALL AS A POLLING PLACE FOR THE SPECIAL 
STATEWIDE ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 
2005 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council cancel the regularly scheduled November 8, 2005 Council meeting and 
approve the El Dorado County Registrar of Voters' request to use Town Hall on that date from 
6:30 a.m. until 9:30 p.m. as a polling place, and further that the regularly scheduled meeting for 
November 8, 2005 be reset for Wednesday, November 9, 2005, or reset for an otherwise 
agreeable date as soon thereafter as possible. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
In the past, El Dorado County Registrar of Voters has utilized Town Hall as a polling place for 
elections held in the City and County. Prior to the instant request, the use of Town Hall as a 
polling place has not presented any problem, and the County's request has been routinely granted 
at staff level. However, the County has requested that Town Hall be used as a polling place on 
Tuesday, November 8, 2005, from 6:30 a.m. until 9:30 p.m. The problem created by this request 
is that Tuesday, November 8, 2005 is the second Tuesday of the month, and as such would 
normally be the date for a regularly scheduled Council meeting. 
 
While it would be possible to section off the main portion of Town Hall to allow the Council 
meeting as well as the voting to occur between 7:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., staff does not feel that 
this situation would be conducive to an efficient Council meeting. Partitioning the room would 
create a potential limitation on the number of citizens able to attend the Council meeting. 
Additionally, the sound system cannot be shut off for a portion of the room, thereby allowing the 
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Council meeting to be broadcast into the polling place. Finally, people entering the building for 
either the Council meeting or to vote would potentially disrupt either process.  
 
There has been at least one occasion in the past when Town Hall was used simultaneously as a 
polling place and as the site for a Planning Commission meeting. Steve Calfee, the Community 
Development Director, citing the above-stated problems, has indicated that this arrangement did 
not work very satisfactorily. 
 
In checking with the El Dorado County Registrar of Voters, it appears that there are limited 
alternative sites available within the City. The Registrar of Voters' office has indicated that at 
one time they used the fire station portion of the Public Safety Building and that it did not work 
out well. Additionally, the El Dorado County Registrar of Voters' office has been very 
cooperative in assisting the City with regard to the conduct of City elections, and staff feels that 
it is important, if at all possible, to try and accommodate the County's request for the use of 
Town Hall as a polling place.  
 
Therefore, it is staff's recommendation that Council consider approving the request to use Town 
Hall as a polling place and canceling the regularly scheduled November 8, 2005 Council 
meeting. Since it is highly probable that there may be matters that need to be heard before the 
Council in early November, it is also recommended that the Council reset the November 8, 2005 
Council meeting to November 9, 2005, or as soon thereafter as possible. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
     
 
_________________________________  
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
 
 


