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City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: September 22, 2005  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
cc:   
 
SUBJECT: City of Placerville Pedestrian Circulation Plan 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
Receive a report on conceptual Pedestrian Circulation Plan and provide input and 
direction to staff as appropriate. 
 
  Discussion 
 
On April 26, 2005 the Placerville City Council adopted a Non-Motorized Transportation 
Plan (NMTP).  The plan was developed to address several issues related to non-
motorized transportation, including an inventory of the City sidewalks.  The sidewalk 
inventory was completed to the extent of which the sidewalk or pathway provides a 
significant transportation benefit for bicycle or pedestrian travel and provides 
conductivity between activity centers; i.e. schools, commerce, parks, employment 
centers, and hospitals. 
 
The next logical step in the process to provide expanded facilities for pedestrian 
circulation within the City of Placerville is to develop a pedestrian circulation plan that 
identifies the areas within the City where the need exists to: 1) repair and upgrade the 
existing system of sidewalks; 2) close gaps in the system to increase the connectivity of 
the system; and 3) expand the system to provide greater opportunities for pedestrians.  
Once identified and prioritized within a comprehensive plan, the next step will be to 
develop a capital program with identified funding sources and project delivery schedules.    
 
The El Dorado County Transportation Commission has agreed to assist the City in the 
production of this plan, and has included this project as part of its 2005/2006 work plan.  
In addition, this project is included as part of the Public Works Department’s 2005/2006 
budget. 
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The importance of providing pedestrian facilities is well established within the City’s 
General Plan and of the City Ordinance Codes.  Pedestrian related goals and objectives 
identified in the City of Placerville General Plan are: 
 
Goal F.: to promote convenient and safe pedestrian circulation. 
 
Policies: 
 

1. Pedestrian circulation needs and convenience in the downtown shall be given 
priority over the needs of through traffic. 

2. The City shall continue to enforce its program requiring adjoining property 
owners to repair and replace sidewalks in older neighborhoods to increase 
pedestrian safety and convenience. 

3. In approving development projects the City shall continue to require the 
construction of sidewalks connecting major pedestrian destinations, such as 
schools, hospitals, and government centers. 

4. Where deemed necessary and appropriate, the City shall undertake construction of 
sidewalks connecting major pedestrian destinations, such as schools, hospitals, 
and government centers. 

5. The City shall require all developments with a density of R1- 20,000 (maximum 
density 2.18 dwelling units per acre) or greater to provide a sidewalk on at least 
one side of any street that is developed as part of the project or is used as a 
perimeter street by that project. 

6. The City shall require all multifamily developments to provide sidewalks on both 
sides of any street that is developed as part of the project and on one side of any 
street that is used as a perimeter street by that project. 

7. The city shall promote the construction of pedestrian overpasses along Highway 
50 in conjunction with future highway construction. 

 
These policies are reflected in the various ordinances currently in effect in the City, and 
have been applied to development projects with varying degrees of success in recent 
years.  One of the purposes of this presentation is to take a look at the degree of success, 
or lack of success that the City has had over the last 16 years towards achieving the 
General Plan goal and in implementing these General Plan policies.  This also presents 
the Council an opportunity to provide input and direction to staff with respect to our 
future direction. 
 
Upon the conclusion of the Power-Point presentation, and subsequent discussion, Staff 
will proceed with the development process of the draft Pedestrian Circulation Plan, and 
associated Capital Improvement Program, consistent with Council direction. 
 
Financial Impact
 
The costs associated with the development of this pedestrian circulation plan and 
associated a capital improvement program is included in the respective 2005/2006 
budgets for both the El Dorado County transportation commission, and at the City Public 
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Works Department.  The transportation commission has allocated to $25,000, and the 
City budget includes $20,000 for the pursuit of this work.  At this time it is anticipated 
that this funding level is more than sufficient to complete the preparation of the 
Pedestrian Circulation Plan as well as the Capital Improvement Program. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________  
Randy Pesses 
Public Works Director 
 
 
Approved: 
 
_______________________________  
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
 
 
Reviewed for fiscal impact: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
David Warren 
Finance Director 
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