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City of Placerville 

Public Works / Engineering 
M E M O R A N D U M 

DATE: 13 December 2005 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Rick Tippett, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PLACERVILLE CITY CODE TITLE X, 
CHAPTER 8, SECTION 32, AND TITLE VIII, CHAPTER 9, SECTION 5 
(B) AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR OR CITY 
ENGINEER TO ACCEPT AND RECORD OFFERS OF LAND 
DEDICATIONS AND/OR EASEMENTS  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Council take the following action: 
 

1. Introduce an ordinance amending Section 10-8-32 and Section 8-9-5 of the Placerville 
City Code authorizing the Public Works Director or the City Engineer to accept and 
record offers of land dedication and /or easements.  

2. Waive the first reading of the proposed ordinance. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The authority for local jurisdictions to require offers of dedication from development projects for 
road rights of way, utility easements, or other public purposes flows from various provisions of 
State law.  In the City of Placerville, this authority is embodied in the City Ordinance Code, that 
stipulates the circumstances under which dedications are required, and identifies the type and 
extent of the dedications.  Specifically, these requirements are set forth in Title X, Chapter 7, for 
subdivisions; Title X, Chapter 8 for parcel maps; and Title VIII, Chapter 9 for dedication 
requirements associated with building permits. 
 
The current practice in the City is to agendize all offers of dedication for the City Council to take 
an action on the offer and to authorize the City Clerk to record the offer.  The actions are 
typically Consent Agenda items, as they are routine in nature.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Under the provision of Section 66463 (b) of the California Government Code (The Subdivision 
Map Act), the local jurisdiction may, by ordinance, authorize the Public Works Director or City 
Engineer to accept, accept subject to improvement, or reject irrevocable offers of dedication 
made with the filing of parcel maps either by certificate on the map, or through separate 
instrument.  Under this procedure, the City Clerk certifies on the map the actions of the Public 
Works Director or City Engineer, or attests to the action of the Public Works Director or City 
Engineer on a separate certificate of acceptance when the dedication occurs by separate 
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instrument. 
 
As stated above, the Subdivision Map Act provides local jurisdictions the ability to delegate this 
function to appropriate Staff for both Subdivision Final Maps and Parcel Maps.  Current practice 
within the City is for Subdivision Final Maps to be presented to the City Council for approval, 
and since the irrevocable offers of dedication occur as part of the “Owners Certificate” on the 
cover sheet of the map, action on the map also includes action on Offers of Dedication.   
 
The City’s current practice on building permits and Parcel Maps is to process them at staff level. 
However, as a condition for many building permits and most Parcel Maps, City Code requires 
the project to make irrevocable offers of dedication for street rights of way, or utility easements.  
These actions then require staff to schedule an agenda item for an upcoming City Council 
meeting, and prepare a staff report to bring the dedications to Council for action. 
 
Quite some time ago, for Parcel Maps in the unincorporated area of El Dorado County, the 
County Board of Supervisors delegated authority to the County Surveyor to accept, accept 
subject to improvement, or reject irrevocable offers of dedication required as conditions of 
approval on those maps.  The result has been a streamlining of the process for the filing of Parcel 
Maps, and an overall reduction in the Staff and applicant time required to accomplish this task. 
 
The primary purpose of this proposal is to produce a procedure that is consistent with existing 
practice within the County, and to streamline the processing of development applications within 
the City. 
 
The proposed ordinance will make the following changes in the existing ordinances. 
 
Section 10-8-32  
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION: If a dedication is made on a parcel map, or by separate 
instrument, the Council, Public Works Director, or City Engineer shall accept, accept subject to 
improvement or reject any offer of dedication.  The City Clerk shall certify on the map the 
actions by City Council, Public Works Director or City Engineer, or attest to the action of the 
Public Works Director or City Engineer on a separate certificate when the dedication occurs by 
separate instrument.   
 
Section 8-9-5 (B) 
 The property owner upon whose property the building is to be constructed of located shall make 
an offer of dedication to the City of all required easements and rights of way for the installation 
of streets, utilities, and public service facilities.  The offer of dedication shall be accepted, 
accepted subject to improvements, or rejected in the same manner as outlined in Section 10-8-32.  
The width of the rights of way shall be the same as are set forth in Title 10, Chapter 7 of the City 
Code. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS 
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No fiscal impacts are associated with the acceptance of these easements or dedications; however, 
additional fiscal impacts will accrue for maintenance of roadways and/or utilities that are 
accepted by the City into the City maintained system. 
 
 
 
Prepared by:       
 
 
 
_____________________________    
Randy Pesses       
Director of Public Works 
 
 
 
 
 
Reviewed for Recommendation    Reviewed for Financial Impact 
and Approved for Agenda 
 
 
 
         
John Driscoll      David Warren  
City Manager/ City Attorney     Director of Finance 
 
Attachments:  Ordinance 
  
 


