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Community Development Department 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

DATE: November 30, 2005 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Steve Calfee, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Greenprint Initiative 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. Receive a Powerpoint presentation from the Sacramento Tree Foundation on the 

Regional Greenprint Initiative; 
 
2. Adopt a Resolution supporting the Greenprint Initiative in partnership with the 

Sacramento Tree Foundation; and, 
 
3. Appoint a City representative to serve as a liaison to the Greenprint 

Collaborative. 
 
BACKGROUND:   

The Greenprint Initiative is a collaborative urban forest work plan for each of the 28 
local governments (22 cities and 6 counties) in our region. The work plan includes 
adoption of tree canopy goals, policies and ordinances; best management practices; and 
community involvement strategies.  It is a framework to improve the way we plan, 
design, and manage our trees and urban forest.  The framework provides guidelines 
and goals to help achieve the Greenprint mission of doubling the current tree canopy 
over the next several decades.  Greenprint provides long-term goals and benchmarks 
for incremental improvement.  Emphasis is on economic and environmental 
sustainability.  The Greenprint represents the vision of the Sacramento Tree Foundation 
board and staff, members of the scientific community, urban foresters and arborists, 
civic and elected leaders, and citizens from throughout the region. 
 
Since January 2005, Greenprint has completed a stakeholder and community 
involvement campaign that included presentations and public workshops throughout 
the region. The Sacramento Tree Foundation anticipates all agencies in the region will 
adopt the Greenprint Initiative by December 1, 2005.  The goal of the meeting was to 
educate the City residents about the benefit of trees, introduce the Greenprint program, 
and facilitate discussions to provide input on the draft Greenprint document.  The final 
version of the Greenprint Initiative is attached. 
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Greenprint Purpose 

• To guide the cities and counties included in the Sacramento Area Council of 
Governments in the development of urban forest initiatives 

Greenprint Goals 

• To optimize the benefits of trees throughout our region 

• To create sustainable urban forests 

• To build community-wide appreciation for our urban forests 

• Improve the effectiveness of parking lot shade regulations 

• Provide guidelines for parkways and planting strips 

• Improve tree maintenance and care 

• Make sure trees are planted and cared for across all income levels 

Greenprint Elements 

• Management of Public Trees 

• Policies and Ordinances 

• Community Partnerships 

Recently the Placerville Planning Commission received a Powerpoint presentation from 
Ms. Connie Gallippi, the Director of the Greenprint Program.  After the presentation, 
the Commission voted unanimously for the City of Placerville to become a regional 
partner in the Greenprint Initiative. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:   

The Greenprint program is flexible to local agency needs and funding. The City of 
Placerville is already implementing many of the Greenprint Initiative recommendations 
per the Best Management Practices and City requirements for newer development and 
parking lots in Placerville.  

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT:   

City Council’s adoption of the Greenprint Initiative enables the City, and ultimately the 
region, to maximize the benefits of shade trees in energy savings, air quality 
improvement, storm water runoff retention, and community enhancement.  
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Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the action in adopting this 
resolution is exempt. 

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS: 

This initiative is consistent with and supports the City’s General Plan Goals and Policies 
to improve air quality, conservation of energy and non-renewable resources and 
community appearance. 
 
Prepared by:     Reviewed by: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Steve Calfee     John Driscoll 
Community Development Director City Manager/City Attorney 
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