
  

 
 
 

City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  January 19, 2006 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: MOTHERLODE ENERGY WATCH PARTNERSHIP 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Council adopt a resolution endorsing the Motherlode Energy Watch Partnership and 
authorizing the use of the City's logo to market the program.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
In 2003, the City of Placerville, El Dorado County and PG&E formed a partnership known as El 
Dorado County Energy Partnership (the “Partnership”), for the purpose of providing programs, 
information and funding for energy efficiency projects for residences, businesses and 
governmental entities within El Dorado County. The partnership applied for funds from the 
California Public Utilities Commission, which funds are to be used to implement energy 
efficiency measures for local business, residences and governmental entities in El Dorado 
County. The application was successful in that the Partnership received a grant of $1,186,000.  
 
In 2004, with the assistance of the Partnership, the City applied for and received a low-interest 
loan from the California Energy Commission for the purpose of retro-fitting the lighting in the 
City's parking structure with energy efficient lighting. In addition to the loan, the City also 
received a grant from the Partnership in the amount of $18,500. The project was completed in 
2005 and it is projected that the new lighting will save the City approximately $14,000 annually.  
 
PG&E has decided to substantially expand the successful El Dorado County Energy Efficiency 
Partnership between PG&E, El Dorado County and the City of Placerville to include almost the 
entire Motherlode region, stretching from Sierra County to Calaveras County.  The new 2006-
2008 program will be called the Motherlode Energy Watch.   
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The following information has been provided by PG&E with regard to the Motherlode Energy 
Watch Partnership: 

Each Energy Watch partnership develops its own outreach plan to increase energy efficiency 
program participation, based on the unique needs of the local area. Participating governments 
and associations can receive specialized energy efficiency offerings in their local communities 
and are responsible for informing their communities about the wide variety of energy efficiency 
and demand response offerings available from PG&E. 

Energy Watch partnerships offer a range of energy efficiency options for commercial, small 
business and residential customers, as well as municipal facilities. PG&E works with local 
contractors, builders, building departments and others to install energy-efficient equipment to 
reduce energy use. Locally based energy efficiency seminars may be offered to minimize travel 
time and expand the audience for energy efficiency education.  

PG&E and its Energy Watch partners also focus on local energy policies that promote energy 
efficiency practices, codes and standards. These local activities help customers take advantage of 
opportunities to retrofit buildings, replace equipment, and receive rebates. PG&E offers a large 
suite of energy efficiency services. With the Partnerships, PG&E can now offer additional 
technical assistance for those cities and counties that are most interested in promoting energy 
efficiency. This approach facilitates:  

• Adoption of new energy practices by cities and counties  
• Support for environmentally friendly ("green") buildings  
• Local energy efficiency codes and standards  

The Partnership can achieve more than either cities, counties, agencies or PG&E can do alone.  

By focusing on energy efficiency, communities benefit through reduced energy use and lower 
energy bills; in addition, their efforts benefit the environment and help PG&E manage energy 
costs and reliability for everyone. 

Services typically offered through Energy Watch partnerships include: 

• Direct installation of selected energy efficiency measures for small businesses (such as 
lighting and light emitting diode (LED) "open" signs) for a targeted area or business type  

• Municipal building energy analysis and retrofits  
• Design assistance for new municipal buildings  
• Locally based energy efficiency seminars  
• Local building codes and standards support  
• Specialized marketing and outreach to each local community  
• Locally based vendor and subcontractor training and education  

With a focus on long-term benefits, the Energy Watch partnerships offer the opportunity to build 
a lasting local energy infrastructure where the framework for development is linked to customers' 
needs and future energy demands.  
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By collaborating with local municipalities, colleges, and universities, PG&E is helping to foster 
energy best practices. Energy program achievements will be measured, and the lessons learned 
will be shared among the partnerships so that successful practices can be adopted by other 
community agencies throughout the state. PG&E's Local Government Energy Action Resources 
will assist other municipalities that wish to partner with PG&E in the future. 

PG&E has requested that the City Council pass a resolution endorsing the Motherlode Energy 
Watch Partnership and further that the City allow the use of its logo on marketing materials to 
promote the program. Staff feels that the benefits of the Partnership have been clearly 
demonstrated by the predecessor partnership wherein not only the City but the citizens of El 
Dorado County were able to realize energy savings. City staff is continuing to discuss with 
PG&E other energy saving measures that the City might be able to utilize through the 
Partnership, and the City's continued support of the Partnership is a key factor in obtaining future 
energy savings programs/projects. 

FISCAL IMPACT  
 
There is no immediate fiscal impact associated with the requested action; however, hopefully by 
continuing to join with PG&E and other jurisdictions in the energy partnership, the City will 
realize future cost savings as part of energy efficiency. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
     
 
_________________________________  
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
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