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City of Placerville 

Public Works / Engineering 
M E M O R A N D U M 

DATE:  February 2, 2006 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  Randy Pesses, Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: EXERCISE OF OPTION TO PURCHASE 1.84 ACRE PARCEL OF 
EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT PROPERTY FOR 
PLACERVILLE STATION II MULTI-MODAL FACILITY (POR. 
APN 2-111-40) 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. That the City Council authorize the City Manager to take the steps necessary to 
exercise the option agreement with the El Dorado Irrigation District for the purchase 
of the 1.84 acres of real property located on Mosquito Road (Por. APN 2-111-40) 
known as Placerville Station II Multi-Modal Facility. 

2. Authorize the City Manager to execute all escrow documents associated with this 
transaction, and to secure the necessary funds from the Air Quality Management 
District pursuant to the terms of the grant. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Placerville Station Park and Bus Facility was constructed in 2000 and currently provides 
approximately 54 parking spaces for carpools, vanpools, commuter bus pick up, and also serves 
as the connection point for Amtrak and Greyhound bus service. 
 
The overall scope of the project contemplated a second phase, so the approved site plan and 
environmental document included this Phase II.   
 
City representatives engaged in negotiations with the El Dorado Irrigation District to secure an 
option to purchase the adjoining parcel of land for this future “Park and bus” expansion, and thus 
negotiations were completed in 2002, resulting in the approved option agreement attached 
hereto. 
 
The option agreement allows the City to acquire the 1.84 acre parcel for a purchase price of 
$211,245, and the agreement extends to 2007.  The City has recently been successful in 
obtaining grant funding to allow the exercise of the option to purchase the property from EID 
and commence the design and construction of the Phase II improvements.  The first grant the 
City received was from the Air Quality Management District in the amount $300,000 for the 
purpose of property acquisition and initial project development.  The second grant is for $1 



  8.8 
million for the purpose of developing Phase II of the Park and Bus facility was secured through 
the efforts of Congressman John Doolittle as part of the recently approved Federal 
Appropriations Bill. 
 
In addition, staff has applied to the El Dorado County Transportation Commission for a 
Congestion Management and Air Quality (CMAQ) grant, which would utilize additional Federal 
funds towards the development of this project.  The CMAQ Program requires the use of local 
match funds to complement the federal grant, and it was the hope of staff that should our grant 
application be successful, the $300,000 AQMD grant would fulfill our local match requirements.  
Unfortunately our CMAQ grant application did not receive a high enough ranking to qualify for 
funding. 
 
With the impending commencement of the Caltrans Highway 50 Operational Improvements, it is 
very important that some form of parking area be made available even on an interim basis to 
replace that parking area along the old railroad right-of-way that will be lost during the 
construction of that project. 
 
Given this circumstance, staff proposes to utilize the $300,000 at this time so that the City can 
exercise its option with EID, and rough grade and gravel this parcel to provide that replacement 
parking on a temporary basis. 
 
Staff will continue with the project development for the ultimate project utilizing the federal 
appropriation, but in the interim this will provide critical replacement parking opportunities 
during the Highway 50 construction. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Funding for this property acquisition and initial grading will come from the $300,000 AQMD 
grant.  Future development of this project will come from the $1 million Federal appropriation, 
and other future funding sources for which the City may become eligible. 
 
Prepared by:      
 
 
 
_____________________________    
Randy Pesses       
Public Works Director     
 
 
 
 
 
Reviewed for Recommendation    Reviewed for Financial Impact  
and Approved for Agenda 
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John Driscoll      Dave Warren 
City Manager/ City Attorney     Director of Finance 
 


