
 

 
 
 

City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  April 25, 2006 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: REQUEST FROM PLACERVILLE DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION FOR 

FUNDING FOR THE 2006 GREAT RACE  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Council adopt a resolution approving a City contribution in the amount of $2,600 
towards the funding of the Great Race "Overnight Stop" in Placerville. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
With more than 100 antique automobiles participating, the Great Race is the country's longest 
running vintage automobile rally. The drivers follow a course across the United States from 
Philadelphia to California. Along the way, host cities provide "Pit Stops" and "Overnight Stops" 
for the drivers and their vehicles. During these "Pit Stops" and "Overnight Stops," spectators 
have an opportunity to view for free the antique vintage automobiles. This year's race will have 
over 100 vintage automobiles, and one of the participants will be City Planning Commissioner 
Les Russell.  
 
In 2000, the Great Race utilized the City of Placerville as a "Pit Stop," and the City won an 
award as the Greatest American City in that category, resulting in a $5,000 donation for our local 
library. This year, the Great Race originally asked that the City again host a "Pit Stop" for the 
event on July 6, 2006. The Placerville Downtown Association (PDA) paid a $1,500 fee for the 
City to host a "Pit Stop." The organizers of the Great Race have now requested that Placerville 
be changed from a "Pit Stop" to an "Overnight Stop." Although the drivers will not sleep in 
Placerville, they will have dinner and refreshments in Placerville.  
 
As a result of being designated an "Overnight Stop," it will be necessary to feed the approximate 
400 to 500 people associated with the Race. PDA, in addition to the entry fee, has raised 
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approximately $8,000 which will be used to provide food for the drivers and those associated 
with the Race, as well as gifts for the drivers and advertising for the event.  
 
Between 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on July 6th, Main Street will be closed from Bedford to 
Sacramento Street and the vintage cars will be displayed on Main Street for public viewing. In 
order to provide a venue close to downtown and large enough to host the 400 to 500 peopled 
associated with the Race (including drivers and navigators), PDA has requested that they be 
allowed to use a portion of the third floor of the parking structure. Other potential venues were 
explored, such as the hall at St. Patrick's Church and the Odd Fellows Hall, but neither of these 
locations was available. In order to utilize the third floor of the parking structure, it is anticipated 
that a large shade canopy would be required since this is normally a warm time of year.  
 
PDA has requested that the City assist in the funding for this event by contributing $2,600 
toward the cost of the rental of the shade canopy, tables and chairs necessary for providing the 
reception for the drivers and others associated with the Race. Staff is recommending that the 
Council approve the request as the event will serve to promote and foster tourism for the City. 
Not only will there be an influx of a large number of people associated with the Race itself, but it 
is anticipated that several thousand people will come downtown to view the vintage cars. This 
will not only serve to stimulate economic activity downtown on the day of the overnight stay, but 
also promote the City's tourism in the future as it is anticipated that many visitors will come from 
outside the area to view these unique vehicles.  
 
In staff's opinion, the $2,600 contribution is a good investment in promoting economic activity 
for the City. Additionally, there is an opportunity to secure the $10,000 prize given to the 
Greatest American City in the "Overnight Stop" category.  This money would be donated to the 
winning City's local library.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
Funding for this request would come from the City's Contingency for Unforeseen Expenditure 
Needs, which presently has a balance of $142,500. This request would reduce the balance to 
$139,900 and leave sufficient funds for unforeseen contingencies that might occur during the 
remainder of this fiscal year. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed for fiscal impact:  
     
 
_________________________________   ___________________________________  
John Driscoll      Dave Warren 
City Manager/City Attorney    Finance Director 
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