
 

 
City of Placerville 

Public Works / Engineering 
M E M O R A N D U M 

DATE:  May 16, 2006 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  Rick Tippett, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: CONTRACT AWARD TO OWEN ENGINEERING & 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS, INC., TO PROVIDE 
CONSULTING DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE DESIGN OF 
TUNNEL STREET SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT       
(CIP #40406) 

  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute a Consultant Design 
Services Agreement with Owen Engineering & Management Consultants, Inc., (OEMC), 
in an amount of $70,100 for consulting services to provide a design for the Tunnel Street 
Sewer Relining and Waterline Relocation Project. 

 
BACKGROUND 
The subject sewer line serves approximately 70 properties in the Tunnel Street area, and is 
located in an existing drainage swale that extends westerly of and parallel to Tunnel Street. 
 
Infiltration/Inflow (I & I) studies done for the City as far back as 1978 have identified this sewer 
line as a major source of I&I.  This study and subsequent studies have all recommended that this 
sewer line be considered a top priority for a rehabilitation project to eliminate this source of I & I 
from the sewer system. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The preliminary findings of the Placerville Sewer System Capacity Analysis are that a high 
priority must be given to sewer projects that address I & I issues within the City.  This 
rehabilitation project will eliminate a significant source of I & I in the City’s System.   
 
Within the scope of previous work performed for the City OEMC evaluated several potential 
solutions to affect a repair to this sewer line.  As the engineer recommended, if possible, the best 
mechanism to rehabilitate the sewer line may be installing sewer slip lining material.  If that 
procedure is determined not to be feasible, then alternative solutions will be evaluated 
 
In addition, it has come to our attention that the City water line serving this area is located in 
close proximity to the subject sewer lines, and one component of this project may be to either 
relocate the water line completely out of the area or relocate the sewer line to maintain current 
Department of Health facility separation requirements. 
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The City requested a proposal from OEMC because of the previous experience that they have 
with this project and their clear understanding of the complexities involved.  Based on review of 
the proposal, it was determined that OEMC was well qualified for the project, had a clear 
understanding of the project scope, and has performed satisfactorily on past City projects. 
 
Staff entered into negotiations with OEMC for design services, and per the attached Scope of 
Services, OEMC will provide the design and construction services for $70,100. 
 
Design will begin this summer, with Construction anticipated next construction season as sewer 
enterprise funds become available. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2003/2004 Capital Improvement Program Budget which 
appropriated $125,350 from the Sewer Enterprise Fund for the Tunnel Street Sewer Lining 
project (CIP #40406).  As mentioned above, the proposed contract with OEMC totals $70,100 
which is well within the $125,350 budget appropriation.  Staff anticipates the total cost of the 
project, including construction costs, will exceed the $125,350 budget appropriation.  Once the 
project has been designed and projected construction costs are known, staff will return to the 
Council with a revised budget.  Because the project is such a high priority, it is being financed 
with proceeds from the 2006 Wastewater Revenue Bonds so it can be expedited as quickly as 
possible.   
 
Tonight, staff respectfully requests the Council to authorize the agreement with OEMC. 
 
Prepared by:       
 
 
_____________________________    
Randy Pesses 
Director of Public Works 
 
 
Reviewed for Recommendation    Reviewed for Financial Impact  
And Approved for Agenda 
 
 
         
John Driscoll      Dave Warren 
City Manager/ City Attorney     Director of Finance 
 
Attachments:  Resolution 
 Agreement and Scope of Services  
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RESOLUTION NO. ________ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PLACERVILLE, 
APPROVING A CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH OWEN 

ENGINEERING & MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS (OEMC) IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$70,100 TO PROVIDE CONSULTING DESIGN SERVICES FOR DESIGN OF TUNNEL 

STREET SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAME 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Placerville established a CIP project (40406) for the rehabilitation of 

the Tunnel Street sewer line; and, 

WHEREAS, the City has identified the sewer as being a major source of infiltration/inflow (I & 

I) into the sewer system since 1978; and, 

WHEREAS, the City has identified a need to begin design of this project to address increasingly 

problematic issues related to infiltration/inflow; and, 

WHEREAS, the City has requested a proposal for design services and has determined that 

OEMC has represented to City that it is specially trained, experienced, expert and competent to 

perform the special services required hereunder and City has determined to rely upon such 

representations; and, 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the parties hereto that such services be in conformity with all 

applicable federal, state and local laws; and, 

WHEREAS, City has determined that the provisions of these services provided by OEMC are in 

the public’s best interest and that these services, are more economically and feasibly performed 

by outside independent Consultants.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Placerville, 

does hereby: 

 
1. Approve the Consulting Design Services Agreement with Owen Engineering & 

Management Consultants, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $70,100. 

2. Authorize the City Manager to execute same. 
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The foregoing Resolution was moved for adoption at a regular meeting of the City Council of 

the City of Placerville held on May 23, 2006, by Councilmember ________________.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember ______________.  A poll vote was taken which 

stood as follows: 

  

AYES:  

 NOES: 

 ABSENT: 

 ABSTAIN:  

      ____________________________________ 
      Mayor Pierre Rivas 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Susan Zito, City Clerk  
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