
 

 
 
 

City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
DATE:  August 22, 2006 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: EL DORADO TRANSIT BUS STOP ADJACENT TO 487 MAIN STREET 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council take the following action: 

1. Introduce an ordinance amending Placerville City Code Section 9-3-8 to provide no 
parking in front of the former City Hall building at 487 Main Street, and that this area be 
used as a bus stop for El Dorado Transit; and  

2. Waive the First Reading of said Ordinance. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In the 1990s, the El Dorado Transit bus stop location was relocated from an area by the Bell 
Tower to an area just to the west of the Main Street entrance to the former City Hall parking lot. 
This area has served as the main bus stop location in the downtown area since that time. This 
area has not been the best location for a bus stop in that the buses often protrude into the 
driveway entrance for the former City Hall parking lot, and bus riders often have to sit on the 
wall for the planter box as there is no bench facility available in that location. 
 
With the establishment of the Placerville Express, rider demands have increased and El Dorado 
Transit is now beginning to use longer, 35-foot buses. With these new buses, the current location 
for the downtown bus stop is inadequate as the length of these buses result in them protruding 
into the former City Hall parking lot entrance and blocking traffic from getting in there while the 
bus is loading or unloading. As a result, City staff has been working with El Dorado Transit staff 
in an effort to secure a new location for the downtown bus stop. It should be noted that the new 
location will be used by the "Placerville Shuttle" as well. 
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DISCUSSION  
 
Several alternative locations were explored as possible bus stop sites utilizing the following 
criteria:  
 
 1.  Rider accessibility for persons with disabilities; 
 
 2.  Proximity to ridership pool and established transit locations; 
 
 3.  Street and sidewalk configurations for bus maneuverability and rider safety; 
 
 4.  Impact on existing businesses; and 
 
 5.  Transit's policy regarding placement in front of public/private buildings. 
 
Some of the alternate location that were reviewed included the area in front of Lil' Jonnie 
D'Carlo's restaurant at 482 Main Street. This site was eliminated because it would have 
eliminated a loading zone and placed the bus stop in front of a private business. Additionally, the 
sidewalk slope and the elevation from the street restricted the use of the wheelchair lift. 
 
Another site that was examined was the area in front of the private parking lot adjacent to the 
Chamber Commerce at 542 Main Street. This site was also eliminated as a result of constraints 
which included the elimination of two on-street parking sites, the narrowness of the street and the 
lack of sufficient area for a bench. 
 
A third location that was examined was in front of the private parking lot adjacent to Tortilla 
Flats at 564 Main Street.  This site would also eliminate two on-street parking spaces, and was a 
considerable distance from the downtown core and popular destinations for Transit users 
(courthouse).  
 
Finally, the location directly in front of the former City Hall, located at 487 Main Street, was 
viewed. While this will eliminate two two-hour parking spaces (currently marked 15 minutes), at 
least one of those spaces will be recouped and will be recovered as a result of freeing up the area 
where the bus stop is presently located. Additionally, the benefits of the location in front of the 
former City Hall building include its proximity to popular destinations (courthouse); its 
accessibility to persons with disabilities; its close proximity to the established Transit stop; an 
existing bench located there; and its proximity to public restrooms. As a result, both City staff 
and El Dorado County Transit staff are recommending that the current bus stop be relocated to 
the area directly in front of the former City Hall building. 
 
Relocating the bus stop will require that Section 9-3-8 of the Placerville City Code be amended 
to eliminate the parking presently allowed in front of 487 Main Street and, instead, replace it 
with a no-parking zone, designated as an El Dorado Transit bus stop. The proposed ordinance 
before the Council tonight reflects that change. 
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FISCAL IMPACT  
 
There will be a minor fiscal impact associated with this request, as the signage for the bus stop 
and parking will have to be changed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
     
 
_________________________________  
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
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