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DATE:  September 7, 2006 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses, Public Works Director 
 
cc:  John Driscoll 
 
SUBJECT: STAFF REPORT REGARDING PETITION CONCERNING 

SIDEWALKS AND STORM DRAINAGE ON BEDFORD AVENUE 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
At the City Council meeting of August 22, 2006, a petition was presented to the City 
Council during the open forum concerning the state of disrepair of sidewalks along 
Bedford Avenue between Highway 50 and Pleasant Street, and also expressing concerns 
regarding storm drainage runoff from Bedford Avenue onto private properties.  The 
petition was originally written on the “Sidewalk Survey” form that was distributed to 
residents as part of the "Pedestrian Circulation Plan" development process in January of 
2006.  Copy of the cover letter from Ms. Robyn Rawers and the accompanying petition 
are attached to this report. 
 
The cover letter indicates that it is regarding a four-page petition of January 17, 2006, 
signed by 45 residents in relation to the Savage Appeal (in part) and of the January 2006 
City of Placerville Sidewalk Survey.  The letter also addresses concerns that Ms. Rawers 
has relative to the curbing along the west side of Bedford in front of properties at 2928, 
2934, and 2950 Bedford Street.  In her letter, she requests that the street be repaired such 
that drainage flows to its normal culvert/gutter grate. 
 
Since Ms. Rawers presented this information as an “Open Forum” item for discussion, 
the City Council was unable to take any action at that time.  However, the Council did 
request that staff investigate the concerns and provide a report back to the Council at the 
next City Council meeting.  Public Works staff has investigated the concerns expressed in 
Ms. Rawers’ letter, and outlined below are staff's findings and recommendations. 
 
Public Works staff reviewed the area of Bedford Avenue that was the subject of the 
petition, and the attached photographs give a clear indication of the current state of 
disrepair of the sidewalk along the east side of Bedford Avenue.  In the proposed 
“Pedestrian Circulation Plan,” this area of Bedford Avenue is identified as having 
nonstandard sidewalks, with the need for maintenance.  The area of concern extends from 
the Highway 50 over crossing, all the way to the end of the sidewalk lying southerly of 
Pleasant Street.  It is clear that the existing sidewalks in this area are deteriorated and in 
definite need of repair.  It is for that reason that those areas were identified in table A3-2 
of the plan.  What was not indicated in the draft “Pedestrian Circulation Plan” is that 
there is a segment of Bedford Avenue where no sidewalk exists along the frontage of two 



existing lots.  This represents a gap in the overall sidewalk network for this portion of the 
City.  It is recommended that the pedestrian plan be modified to include this gap as an 
area to receive proposed sidewalk improvements.  On the balance of Bedford Avenue 
between Highway 50 and Pleasant Street, the sidewalk is identified as being substandard, 
and it is contemplated that the sidewalks would be repaired consistent with the 
requirements of the existing City Ordinance Code that identifies the responsibility for 
repair as being that of the abutting property owners. 
 
It is currently anticipated that the final draft "Pedestrian Circulation Plan" will be 
presented to the City Council for final consideration and adoption in the very near future.  
Upon adoption of this plan, it would provide the vehicle for City staff to begin a 
comprehensive program of education and enforcement to bring about repairs to the 
existing deteriorated sidewalks at all locations within the City.  The gap in the existing 
sidewalk system on Bedford Street will be incorporated into a capital improvement 
program that will fund sidewalk improvements through a combination of grant funding, 
and/or developer fees.  
 
It is interesting to note that none of the signatories to the petition actually reside on this 
area of Bedford Avenue, and a significant number of the signatories do not even reside 
within the City of Placerville.  To engage in an enforcement action at this time based on 
the petition presented may be construed as an unfair singling out of certain property 
owners by the City.  It is, therefore, staff's recommendation that no enforcement action be 
implemented against the abutting property owners to correct the deteriorated sidewalks 
until such time as the “Pedestrian Circulation Plan” is formally adopted. 
 
With respect to the concerns expressed regarding roadside drainage adjacent to three 
properties along Bedford Avenue, the attached photographs indicate that the existing 
street was constructed with vertical concrete curbs, but without concrete gutter.  It is clear 
that the edge of pavement on both sides of the street is worn and deteriorated and in need 
of some form of repair work.  However, there was no evidence of voids along the edge of 
the roadway that would indicate that the surface water along the edge of the roadway is 
being channelized into holes that would erode retaining walls on private property.  City 
maintenance crews have been apprised of the circumstance and have been directed to 
perform a more detailed investigation as to the state of repair of the roadway adjacent to 
the concrete curbs.  Any pavement patching that is deemed necessary and appropriate by 
the City’s Street Superintendent will be incorporated into the Maintenance Division's 
overall work program. 
 
Prepared by:  
 
 
      
____________________________    
Randy Pesses, Public Works Director     
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 


