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             “Placerville, a Unique Historical Past Forging into a Golden Future “ 

 

 

City Manager’s Report 

January 10, 2017 City Council Meeting  
Prepared By: Steve Youel, Director of Community Services 

 

Item#:  12.2 

 

Subject:  Adopt a resolution: 

1.)  Declaring the dismantled Baltic Lookout Tower surplus property; and 

 

2.) Authorizing the Director of Community Services to execute the sale of the City’s 

dismantled Baltic Lookout Tower to the highest responsible bidder; and 

 

3.) Authorizing the City to transport the tower to a metal recycling center if the City 

does not receive a bid with the intent to reassemble the tower; and 

 

4.) Authorizing the Director of Community Services to execute all necessary 

documents for the sale or recycling of the Baltic tower. 
         

 

Discussion: The Baltic Lookout Tower was first used by the U.S. Forest Service in the early 

1930s and stayed in operation until approximately 1996 (see attached).  After the tower’s 

closure, many El Dorado County residents traveled up the tower to enjoy the view.  Due to the 

remote location, the residence, outbuildings and tower were significantly vandalized.  In 2006, 

representatives from the U.S. Forest Service approached the City’s Gold Bug Park Development 

Committee to resurrect the tower at Gold Bug Park.  In 2008 the tower was gifted to the City and 

delivered to Gold Bug Park.  Representatives from the U.S. Forest Service, City staff, S.A.G.E. 

(Surveyors, Architects, Geologists and Engineers Organization) and the Gold Bug Park 

Development Committee attempted to assemble the tower at Gold Bug Park but over time 

project costs increased and fundraising efforts waned.  Efforts have been made to find an 

alternative location for the tower.  At one point, the El Dorado County Fairgrounds was 

approached to no avail.  There was also a plan to partner with Boy Scouts of America.  The 

project was determined to be too costly for the Scouts to pursue.     

 

The City is now seeking an organization or individual willing to take ownership of the tower 

with the intent of reassembling the structure within El Dorado County.  The successful bidder 

will be responsible for the complete removal of the disassembled structure within thirty days 

from the point of sale and will be required to sign a release of liability from the City. 

 

Option:   

1.) Sell the tower to the highest bidder with the intention of reassembling the tower in 

El Dorado County.  

2.) Transport tower to metal recycling center.   

3.) Direct Staff to continue efforts to reconstruct the tower at Gold Bug Park. 
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Cost: None 

Budget Impact:  Neutral  

Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution: 

1.) Declaring the dismantled Baltic Lookout Tower surplus property; and 

2.) Authorizing the Director of Community Services to execute the sale of 

the City’s dismantled Baltic Lookout Tower to the highest responsible 

bidder; and 

3.) Authorizing the City to transport the tower to a metal recycling center if 

the City does not receive a bid with the intent to reassemble the tower; 

and 

4.) Authorizing the Director of Community Services to execute all necessary 

documents for the sale or recycling of the Baltic tower. 

 
 

 

 

              

M. Cleve Morris, City Manager            Steve Youel, Director of Community Services 
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Dave Warren, Director of Finance 

 
 

 

 

Attachment A: Tower 
 

 


