
 

 
 
 

City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  November 14, 2006 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT:  EL DORADO DISPOSAL CART PILOT PROGRAM 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council authorize El Dorado Disposal to institute a cart pilot program for a portion 
of the City.  
 
DISCUSSION  
 
Several years ago, the then management of El Dorado Disposal represented to the City Council 
that El Dorado Disposal would shortly be instituting a test program utilizing rolling carts for 
waste disposal in the City of Placerville. When the test program was not instituted after several 
months, City staff contacted management at El Dorado Disposal and were informed that the 
previous management did not have the authority to institute such a program and to make those 
representations. As a result, the test program for the rolling carts has never been commenced. 
 
This past summer, El Dorado Disposal was sold by Waste Management to another company, 
Waste Connections. At the time of the sale, Waste Connections officials represented to the City 
that a test cart program would commence this fall. El Dorado Disposal is now ready to begin the 
test cart program. With Council's approval, the program will commence the week of November 
27, 2006, with the delivery of carts to a selected area within the City. Carts will be delivered to 
an area that is generally described as bounded by Bedford Avenue and Benson Court on the 
west, Clay Street on the north, Anderson Way on the east and Highway 50 on the south. A map 
of the pilot test area is attached to this staff report. The area will include approximately 150 
residences that will participate in the test program. 
 
One-can customers will receive a 32-gallon rolling trash cart, and two-can customers will receive 
one 64-gallon rolling trash cart. Each residence will also receive a 64-gallon rolling recycling 
cart. While the recycling cart is larger than the current recycling bin, the footprint of the cart is 
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no larger than the footprint of the blue recycling bins presently used. Persons with special needs, 
who need a smaller cart, will be provided a 32-gallon rolling recycling cart.  
 
The test program will last approximately 75 days, and rates will remain the same during the pilot 
program. Trash pick-up days will also remain the same; however, recycling pick-up will be on an 
every other week basis. 
 
El Dorado Disposal staff will be personally contacting each of the residents selected for this test 
program. In addition, El Dorado Disposal is sending a letter to each customer selected for the test 
program which will provide them information on the program. A copy of that letter is also 
attached to this staff report. The area selected was chosen because it is not one of the easiest 
areas in the City to service, and it will be a good indicator of whether the program will work in 
most other areas of the City. El Dorado Disposal will be requesting comments and "feedback" 
from the residents who participate in order to determine what modifications might be needed and 
if the program should be instituted throughout most of the City (There may be some areas where 
it will not be feasible to utilize the carts).  
 
Presently, El Dorado Hills has a mandatory three-cart program that includes green waste. 
Cameron Park has a mandatory two-cart program with green waste as an option. The remainder 
of El Dorado County has the option of using the carts for trash, recycling and green waste. 
 
Representatives of El Dorado Disposal will be at tonight's meeting to provide further information 
on the test program, as well as answer any questions. 
  
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
There will be no fiscal impact associated with the requested action on this matter. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
     
 
_________________________________  
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
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