
 

 
 
 

City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  November 28, 2006 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: FUNDING AGREEMENT WITH THE EL DORADO COUNTY AIR 

QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT FOR THE PURCHASE OF A 
HYBRID VEHICLE FOR THE PLACERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute a Funding 
Agreement with the El Dorado County Air Quality Management District for the purchase of a 
hybrid vehicle for the Placerville Police Department. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
At the City Council's August 22, 2006 meeting, the Council authorized staff to submit a grant 
application to the El Dorado County Air Quality Management District ("AQMD") for a grant for 
the purchase of a hybrid vehicle for the Placerville Police Department. A copy of the staff report 
requesting that authorization is attached to this staff report for the Council's reference. Staff 
submitted an application for such a grant with AQMD. The grant application was successful and 
the City has received a grant from AQMD in an amount not to exceed $25,600.  This sum 
represents eighty percent of the cost of the hybrid vehicle referred to in the previous staff report. 
The grant requires a local match of twenty percent, or $6,400, and the total cost of the vehicle 
has been quoted at $32,000. 
 
As indicated in the previous staff report, the hybrid vehicle would be used by the Placerville 
Police Department as a demonstration project for the purposes of determining whether or not a 
large number of law enforcement functions can be effectively carried out using a vehicle that has 
higher fuel efficiency and substantially lower emissions than the standard police cruiser. The 
City will track the use of the vehicle together with associated fuel consumption, maintenance and 
repair costs, in order to compare those costs to that which is typically incurred for the standard 
police cruiser. 
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In order to have access to the grant funds, the City is required to execute the attached Funding 
Agreement with AQMD. The Agreement is very similar in form to another agreement that the 
City executed with AQMD for the grant for funding for the acquisition of Placerville Station II. 
The Agreement requires that the City fund the cost of the demonstration hybrid police vehicle 
over and above the $25,600 grant monies, and that the City perform all work necessary to 
acquire the vehicle and complete the project. The grant does allow the City to apply an amount 
not exceeding five percent of the actual total cost of the project for administrative costs. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
The amount of the grant award is based on eighty percent of the price quoted for the reasonably 
equipped 2006 Ford Escape hybrid vehicle, which will be used as the demonstration vehicle. The 
price quote was approximately $32,000, and the City's local match amounted to twenty percent, 
or $6,400.  Those funds will come from the Contingency for Unforeseen Expenditures, which 
currently has a positive balance of $150,000. Staff will return to Council with a request for 
authorization for the purchase of the vehicle at such time as the purchase documents have been 
finalized. At that time, staff will also request that the cost of the vehicle in excess of $25,600 be 
funded through an authorization from the Contingency for Unforeseen Expenditures account. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed for fiscal impact:  
     
 
_________________________________   ___________________________________  
John Driscoll      Dave Warren 
City Manager/City Attorney    Finance Director 
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