
 

 
City of Placerville 

Public Works / Engineering 
M E M O R A N D U M 

DATE:  6 December 2006  

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  Randy Pesses, Director of Public Works 

SUBJECT: AUTHORIZE THE PLACEMENT OF SPEED HUMPS ON CANAL 
STREET AT EL DORADO HIGH SCHOOL BY THE CITY OF 
PLACERVILLE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that Council take the following action:  
 

• Approve of the installation of four (4) speed humps on Canal Street, at El Dorado High 
School by the Public Works Department as a means of reducing traffic speeds at the 
heavily traveled pedestrian crossing.   

 
BACKGROUND  
 
Canal Street is a collector roadway located in northwest Placerville.  El Dorado High School is a 
split campus and is located on both sides of Canal Street.  In order for students to utilize all 
school facilities, they must cross Canal Street.  Past improvements in the area have included the 
addition of: (1) red curb and NO PARKING ANYTIME signs; (2) raised safety bars; (3) NO PED 
CROSSING – USE CROSS WALK signs; and, (4) 5’ chain-link fencing with green vinyl fabric along the 
Canal Street median in order to centralize pedestrian movement to specific crosswalk sites.     
 
DISCUSSION  
 
Notwithstanding the above outlined improvements to Canal Street, pedestrian safety continues to 
be a concern at El Dorado High School.  Earlier this year there was an injury accident involving 
a high school student using the crosswalk on Canal Street.  Subsequent to this accident, City staff 
met with the school principal and other members of high school district staff to explore what 
additional improvements could be incorporated on Canal Street to further enhance the safety of 
the high school students as they cross back and forth on Canal Street during the course of their 
school activities. 
 
Several alternatives were discussed during the course of the meeting, with ideas ranging from the 
installation of a pedestrian over crossing, to the installation of a pedestrian traffic signal, to the 
complete closure of Canal Street during high school hours of operation, to the installation of 
speed humps in advance of the existing cross walks. 
 



Given the limited resources of both the City and the High School District, the more expensive 
options had to be set aside as not financially feasible at this time.  The use of speed humps, 
however, was seen as a potentially viable solution, although the installation of traditional asphalt 
speed humps can be a fairly expensive and labor-intensive installation as well.  In addition, once 
an asphalt speed hump is installed, it is a fairly permanent installation and difficult to remove if it 
does not perform satisfactorily.  Fortunately, City staff was able to locate a pre-manufactured 
modular product that can be installed quickly and easily by bolting it to the street; and, in the 
event it needs to be relocated in the future, it can be just as easily removed. 
 
City staff reached an agreement with the School District whereby the School District would 
purchase the actual speed hump materials and City maintenance crews would provide the 
installation and any associated signage and striping.  It is anticipated that the speed hump 
products will arrive by mid-December, and our maintenance crews are scheduled to perform the 
installation during the Christmas vacation period while school is not in session. 
 
It is anticipated that the installation of these speed humps will reduce travel speeds in the vicinity 
of the high school and will provide a safer environment for pedestrians crossing the street at that 
location. 
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS  
 
El Dorado High School has agreed to purchase the speed humps for Canal Street.  The costs 
associated with the speed hump installations and required signage along the El Dorado High 
School frontage will be approximately $1,500.00.  Monies for this project have been budgeted 
for in the Maintenance & Operations account; therefore, no further fiscal impacts, except routine 
M&O, are associated with the acceptance of this project.  
 
 
Prepared by:       Reviewed for Financial Impact: 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________    _________________________ 
Randy Pesses       David Warren  
Director of Public Works    Director of Finance 
 
 
 
Reviewed for Recommendation       
and Approved for Agenda  
 
 
 
_____________________________   
John Driscoll 
City Manager/ City Attorney        
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