
City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

DATE: January 17, 2007 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Steve Calfee, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Environmental Impact Report Preparation Agreements – Lumsden Ranch 
           
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Adopt a Resolution which authorizes the City Manager to: 
 
1. Execute an Environmental Impact Report Reimbursement Agreement between 

the City and Brilliant Management, LLC. 
 
2. Execute an Agreement between the City and SWCA Inc. for the preparation of an 

Environmental Impact Report for the Lumsden Ranch subdivision. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Community Development Department has received an application to develop 
approximately 134 acres of land located south and adjacent to Lumsden Park, into a 
366-lot single family subdivision.   
 
When the department receives a development project such as the aforementioned, the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires the City to conduct an Initial 
Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA).  The purpose of the IS/EA is to determine 
the appropriate environmental document that must accompany the project.  Generally, 
there are three CEQA tracts.  The first is an Exemption Review.  This typically applies to 
items which CEQA identifies as exempt, primarily small projects or accessory uses to an 
existing project and those which involve a ministerial or an over-the-counter staff 
permit.  The second tract is for projects which may have an affect on the environment 
but which can be mitigated to a less than significant level.  This is a higher level of 
CEQA review and requires a public process.  The resulting document from this review 
is usually a Negative Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The third tract is 
for those projects which will likely have a significant and unavoidable impact on the 
environment.  When the IS/EA makes this conclusion, then CEQA requires the 
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preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  During the IS/EA process, staff 
concluded that the Lumsden Ranch subdivision may result in significant and 
unavoidable impacts.  At this juncture, those significant and unavoidable impacts 
include the categories of Population And Housing, Geology, Air Quality, 
Transportation/Circulation, Biological Resources, Energy And Mineral Resources, Hazards, 
Noise, Public Services, Utilities And Services Systems, Recreation, Cultural Resources and  
Aesthetics.  When the aforementioned occurs, CEQA requires the preparation of an EIR. 
 
The City’s Environmental Guidelines require that when an EIR is required for a project, 
the full cost of its preparation as well as City staff time be borne by the project 
proponent.  The attached Environmental Impact Report Reimbursement Agreement 
between the City and Brilliant Management, LLC, memorializes the developer’s 
obligation in this regard.  The City’s Environmental Guidelines also require that the 
developer remain at “arms length” when it comes to selecting a consultant to prepare 
the EIR.  In this regard, several months ago, City staff prepared Requests for Proposals 
to prepare the EIR for the Lumsden Ranch project.  After a review of the proposals, staff 
has independently concluded that the SWCA Inc. proposal was not only the most 
thorough but demonstrated the best understanding of issues related to the project.  In 
light of this, City Council is also requested to authorize the City Manager to execute an 
Agreement between the City and SWCA for the preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Report.   
 
The first public step in this process is called a “Scoping” Meeting.  This is a public 
meeting where residents can make comment and raise issues with respect to the project 
so those matters can be incorporated into the EIR.  No date for this public meeting has 
been set, however it is anticipated to occur in late March, 2007.  Staff will endeavor to 
keep the City Council apprised as this process moves forward.  Should any 
Councilmember have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
Attachments 
 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed by: 
 
 
             
Steve Calfee      John Driscoll 
Community Development Director  City Manager/City Attorney         
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