
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: February 12, 2007  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
SUBJECT: CONTRACT WITH RUHKULA GRANITE AND MARBLE CO., 

INC., TO REPAIR THE DRUID MONUMENT AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF MAIN STREET AND CEDAR RAVINE 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a 
contract with Ruhkula Granite and Marble Co., Inc., for the purpose of repairing the 
Druid Monument located at the intersection of Main Street and Cedar Ravine that was 
damaged  last summer by a materials delivery dump truck. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
During the construction of the Upper Main Street improvements in the Summer 2006, 
periodically, portions of Main Street were closed off to through traffic.  At the time of the 
incident with the Druid monument, that portion of Main Street easterly of its intersection 
with Cedar Ravine was closed to eastbound traffic but open and available to westbound 
traffic.  The road closure was properly signed and barricaded to advise motorists of the 
road closure and properly direct them westerly on Main Street.   
 
The damage to the Druid monument was caused by a gravel delivery truck that was not 
associated with the City’s Main Street project.  The truck driver ignored the signage and 
barricades and made a right turn onto Main Street from the left turn lane on Cedar Ravine 
and proceeded easterly on Main Street on the wrong side of the road.  In making the left 
turn movement, the trailers attached to the truck had such a wide turning radius that they 
impacted and damaged the Druid monument. 
 
The City Police Department immediately mobilized and was able to stop and cite the 
responsible driver (a copy of the police report is attached for reference).  Subsequent to 
the incident, City staff made a claim with the trucking company’s insurance company, 
and began the search for qualified contractors that could safely and skillfully affect the 
repairs to the monument.  The Druid monument was constructed and dedicated to the 
City in 1926 by the California Grove of Druids, and has been a valued City landmark 
ever since.  Because of this, it was important to find a contractor that was experienced 
with granite and marble monuments.  The City’s search lead to the Ruhkula Granite and 



Marble Co., Inc., of Rocklin, whose primary business is the design and construction of 
stone memorials and monuments for cemeteries, as well as architectural granite and 
marble.  This company has been in business since 1889, which is an indication of their 
qualifications.    
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Mr. Paul Ruhkula, the company President, evaluated the monument and submitted a 
quote to the City of $35,900 to completely repair the damage caused by the gravel truck.  
This quote was submitted to the insurance company and a check was issued to the City in 
that amount.  Because the Druid monument will be relocated to the center of the proposed 
roundabout at the Main Street/Cedar Ravine/Clay Street intersection, the City requested 
that Ruhkula provide a second quote for an initial repair and stabilization that will realign 
all the granite sections of the monument to their proper configuration, reposition the 
monument to its original location, and repair those areas where the granite was chipped 
out of the monument.  The balance of the work to replace the actual damaged granite 
blocks will be deferred to the point when the monument is relocated as part of the 
Roundabout Project.  The quote for this initial repair work is $20,000.  Because the 
replacement of the granite components of the monument can be most efficiently 
completed in conjunction with the monument relocation, it is the recommendation of staff 
that the City Council authorize the contract for the initial repair and stabilization of the 
Druid monument at this time.   
 
FISCAL IMPACTS 
 
As indicated above, the funding for this work is from the insurance settlement from 
Progressive Insurance Company in the amount of $35,900 to pay the cost of repairing the 
damage to the Druid monument caused by the gravel truck driver.  $20,000 of that 
amount will be utilized at this time to fund the initial repair and stabilization work.  The 
balance of that amount will be deposited into a trust account so that it will be available to 
fund of the final repair work to be done in conjunction with the relocation of the Druid 
monument as part of the Main Street Roundabout Project. 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 


