
 

 

 
City of Placerville 

Public Works / Engineering 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
DATE:  February 13, 2007 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Rick Tippett, City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PLACERVILLE CITY CODE TITLE IX, 

CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3; AND TITLE IX, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7 
AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR OR CITY 
ENGINEER TO MAKE PARKING ADDITION/REMOVAL AND STOP 
SIGN INSTALLATION/REMOVAL DETERMINATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE CITY, USING CALTRANS STANDARDS. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
Recommendation from the City Engineer that the City Council take the following action: 
 

1. Waive the second reading of an Ordinance amending (1) Title IX, Chapter 3, Section 3: 
PARKING ZONES DESIGNATED; and (2) Title IX, Chapter 3, Section 7: STOP 
SIGNS DESIGNATED, of the Placerville City Code authorizing the Public Works 
Director or the City Engineer to make STOP sign installation/removal and parking 
addition/removal determinations throughout the city; and, 

2. Adopt said ordinance. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The authority for local jurisdictions to make STOP sign installation/removal and parking 
addition/removal determinations throughout the city flows from various provisions of State law. 
In the City of Placerville, this authority is embodied in the above stated sections of City 
Ordinance Code, which stipulates the circumstances under which STOP signs and parking 
restrictions are required. 
    
STOP sign and parking restriction requests are normally brought to PW/Engineering staff’s 
attention by the general public.  The City’s current practice for traffic division STOP sign and 
parking restriction determinations is to process them at staff level, schedule an agenda item for 
an upcoming City Council meeting, and prepare a staff report to bring the determination to 
Council for recommended action.  After Council makes a final determination, the requests are 
then given back to PW/Engineering Department staff for processing.  The actions are typically 
Consent Agenda items, as they are routine in nature.    
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The primary purpose of this proposal is to develop a procedure that is consistent with the 
requirements of law, and to streamline the processing of traffic engineering applications within 
the City.  In addition, it was suggested by Council at an earlier Council Meeting that these 
determinations be evaluated and addressed at the Engineering staff level.   
 
The proposed ordinance was introduced at the last council meeting. 
 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
It is an area-wide practice that Public Works agencies follow the guidelines and 
recommendations of the California Department of Transportation’s Caltrans Traffic Manual and 
the California Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) in regards to traffic 
engineering determinations.  The MUTCD states that the responsibility for the design, 
placement, operation, maintenance, and uniformity of traffic control devices “shall rest with the 
public agency or the official having jurisdiction”. (Section 1A.07)   In addition, the MUTCD 
states that the authority for placement of traffic control devices “shall be placed only as 
authorized by a public authority or the official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, 
warning, or guiding traffic”. (Section 1A.08)  Lastly, the MUTCD states that “the decision to use 
a particular device at a particular location should be made on the basis of either an engineering 
study or the application of engineering judgment”. (Section 1A.09)    
 
(NOTE:  See the attached Exhibit A – Section I for the specific readings regarding Caltrans 
policies and guidelines for Traffic Control Device determinations.) 
 
STOP Sign Determinations: 

STOP Sign placements/removals are determined using California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) standards.  Caltrans recommends that STOP signs be used “only 
where justified by engineering judgment or studies, as noted in Section 1A.09”.  Per 
MUTCD Section 2B.05 “STOP Sign Applications”, STOP signs are typically placed at 
locations where the following conditions exist: 
 

A. Intersection of a less important road with a main road where application of the normal 
right-of-way rule would not be expected to provide reasonable compliance with the 
law; 

B. Street entering a highway or street; 
C. Unsignalized intersection in a signalized area; and/or 
D. High speeds, restricted view, or crash records indicate a need for control by the STOP 

sign. 
 

(NOTE:  See the attached Exhibit A – Section II for the specific readings regarding Caltrans 
policies and guidelines for STOP sign determinations.) 
 
Currently, the City of Placerville’s PW/Engineering Department uses the “STOP Sign 
Determination Worksheet” and the “STOP Sign & Traffic Signal Data Sheet”(see attached 
Exhibit B), which follow Caltrans’ standards, to determination STOP sign placement.  

 2



 
PARKING Determinations: 

Section 2B.39 Parking, Standing, and Stopping Signs (R7 and R8 Series) - Policy on Parking 
Restrictions, of the California MUTCD states, “No Parking Permitted at Any Time – Parking 
should be prohibited at locations where the prohibition would reduce the risk of collisions or 
where parking would unduly interfere with the movement of traffic.  Major factors that may 
be considered include:  
 
 • Narrow roadway width.  
 • Restricted visibility at intersections for pedestrian and vehicular traffic.  
 • Narrow shoulder width.  
 • Conversion of a parking lane to a through lane or right-turn lane.  
 

(NOTE:  See the attached Exhibit A – Section III for the specific readings regarding Caltrans 
policies and guidelines for parking determinations.) 
 
The City of Placerville’s PW/Engineering Department follows Caltrans’ standards to determine 
parking restrictions.  
 
 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
The proposed ordinance will make the following changes in the existing ordinances:  
 
Section 9-3-3: PARKING ZONES DESIGNATED 
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION:  The PW Director and/or City shall establish, allot, and 
indicate by suitable lines or other means of indication, in any block in any street any or all of the 
types of zones hereafter set forth; provided, however, that no zone pertaining to parking may be 
established on a state highway without first having received the necessary legal consent from the 
California state department of public works. If a parking zone request is determined to be 
unwarranted, notification will be given to the requestor who then has the option to have the issue 
brought before Council, via a written request to the City Clerk’s Office, requesting that the issue 
be agendized for Council consideration.  The types of zones are as follows: (Ord. 977, 5-28-
1968)  

(A) No Parking zones are areas wherein no person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle. On 
Main Street between Cedar Ravine and Sacramento Street, curbs adjacent to such zones shall 
be colored red, and the color shall indicate the areas to be no parking zones, or in the event 
that there is no curb in an area established as a no parking zone, then the area shall be marked 
with a sign. In areas outside of Main Street between Cedar Ravine and Sacramento Street, No 
Parking zones will be established with a sign only.  It shall be unlawful for any person to 
stop, stand or park a vehicle in any such zone. (Ord. 1160, 7-11-1978)  

 
9-3-7: STOP SIGNS DESIGNATED:  
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION:  The PW Director and/or City Engineer shall have the 
authority to establish points at intersections of any streets at which the drivers of all vehicles 
shall be required to come to a complete and full stop. Stop signs shall be erected at a point at 
which the driver shall bring his vehicle to a stop. (Ord. 977, 5-28-1968) 
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FISCAL ANALYSIS  
 
No fiscal impacts are associated with the acceptance of the proposed ordinance changes.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Given that STOP sign and parking determinations follow Caltrans’ standards and are routine in 
nature, staff recommends that Council approve the proposed changes to (1) Section 9-3-3: 
Parking Zones Designated; and (2) Section 9-3-7: STOP Signs Designated, of the Placerville 
City Code authorizing the Public Works Director or the City Engineer to make STOP sign 
installation/removal and parking addition/removal determinations throughout the city.  Staff feels 
that the changed ordinances would streamline the process as well as reduce the overall staff and 
applicant time required to accomplish the determinations.  
 
 
Prepared by:       
 
 
 
_____________________________  
Susanna Aaltonen 
Assistant Engineer 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
_____________________________         
Rick Tippett      Randy Pesses 
City Engineer      Director of Public Works 
 
 
 
Reviewed for Recommendation      
and Approved for Agenda:     Reviewed for Financial Impact: 
 
 
 
         
John Driscoll      Dave Warren 
City Manager/ City Attorney     Director of Finance 
 
Attachments:  Ordinance 
 Exhibit A – Caltrans’ Policies and Guidelines 
  Exhibit B – Stop Sign Determinations Worksheet/Data Sheet 
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