
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: February 13, 2007  
 
TO:  CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: RANDY PESSES 
 
SUBJECT: "AS-NEEDED" GEOTECHNICAL CONSULTING AGREEMENT 

WITH YOUNGDAHL CONSULTING GROUP, INC. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute a 
consulting services agreement with Youngdahl Consulting Group, Inc., in an amount not 
to exceed $25,000 to provide geotechnical consulting services to the City of Placerville in 
calendar year 2007 on an “as-needed” basis. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Placerville has a number of ongoing projects that, on occasion, require the 
services of a geotechnical engineering firm to provide advice with respect to foundation 
design, retaining walls, slope stability, pavement design, and other issues related to 
project design or construction.  In addition, geotechnical firms typically provide service 
with respect to materials testing performed during construction projects for quality 
assurance purposes.  In some instances, the scope of work is such that a request for 
proposals is necessary and a firm is selected to provide services for a specific project.  
However, on occasion, the need for service is of a limited scope for a short duration; and, 
in those instances, the ability to retain a geotechnical engineer under an existing  
"as-needed" contract can be very beneficial from a cost and timing perspective.   
 
In addition, there are instances where the services of a geotechnical engineer are needed 
on an emergency basis, as in the case when a landslide occurs.  Again, having a 
geotechnical firm under contract with the City on an “as-needed” basis can be very 
effective in obtaining consulting services very quickly. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
When retaining consulting services on an "as-needed” basis, a number of factors must be 
considered when selecting a firm.  Of primary importance are the technical qualifications 
of the firm and the firm's ability to respond promptly to the needs of the City.   



In addition, the physical location of the firm's offices will affect the ability of the firm's 
personnel to promptly respond to the needs of the City.  The recommended geotechnical 
firm; Youngdahl Consulting Group, Inc., is located within El Dorado County, with its 
main offices in the El Dorado Hills Business Park.  This firm has been in practice in  
El Dorado County in excess of 20 years, and currently has a complete staff of 
geotechnical professionals and support staff, as well as complete laboratory and testing 
facilities, which provides the depth of technical capabilities necessary to meet the needs 
of the City. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS 
 
The geotechnical services utilized under this contract will be in support of both City 
capital improvement projects and private development projects.  The cost of work 
performed by Youngdahl Consulting Group, Inc. for private development projects will be 
borne completely by the developer.  Geotechnical services for City projects will be 
limited to City Council authorized capital improvement projects that have an 
unencumbered budget balance that is greater or equal to the anticipated expenditures.  
Tonight, staff respectfully requests the City Council to approve the agreement with  
Youngdahl Consulting Group, Inc.  
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
 
 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 
 


