
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: April 9, 2007  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
cc: 
 
SUBJECT: Contract for Temporary Staffing at the Hangtown Creek Water 

Reclamation Facility 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
1. That the city Council adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager and the Public 

Works Director to negotiate a contract with Hydroscience Operations Inc. to provide 
certified waste water treatment plant operators for the Hangtown Creek Water 
Reclamation Facility on an as needed basis in an amount not to exceed $50,000, and 
authorize City Manager to execute same; and 

2. Authorize up to $50,000 from the Sewer Enterprise Fund Contingency for Unforeseen 
Expenditures for the $50,000 “not to exceed” agreement with Hydroscience 
Operations Inc.  

 
Discussion 
 
Recent loss of staffing at the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility due to the 
absence of two operators on medical leave, and the resignation of one operator has 
resulted in a critical shortage of staff available to adequately operate the facility.  
Recruitment is currently under way to hire a senior waste water treatment plant operator 
to fill that position that was recently vacated, however, two other positions are currently 
vacant at the plant on a temporary basis due to medical leave. 
 
Hydro Science Inc. is a private firm in the business of operating and maintaining 
complete waste water treatment plant facilities for municipalities on a contract basis, and 
they also have the ability to provide supplemental staffing for wastewater treatment 
plants on a temporary basis.  Representatives of Hydroscience Operations Inc. have 
indicated that they have the ability to provide two full time equivalent positions to the 
City of Placerville to assist in operating the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility 
until such time as the City is able to fill the currently vacant position on a permanent 
basis, and the two employees that are currently away on medical leave are able to return 
to work. 
 



At this point, the length of time for which the services of Hydroscience Operations Inc. 
will be required is uncertain.  However, by establishing the “not to exceed” amount at 
$50,000, this will be sufficient to cover the costs of contract staff for approximately 2 
months. At the end of that time frame we anticipate a successful recruitment, and the 
return to work of the remaining staff.  Should that not prove to be the case, staff will 
return to the City Council with further recommendations to provide for appropriate 
staffing levels at the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
The City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2006/2007 Sewer Enterprise Fund Operating 
Budget which appropriated $50,000 for a Contingency for Unforeseen Expenditures.  To 
date, there have been no encumbrances borne by the Sewer Enterprise Fund Contingency 
for Unforeseen Expenditures.   Because the proposed agreement with Hydroscience 
Operations Inc. is “not to exceed” $50,000, staff is recommending that the City Council 
authorize up to $50,000 from the Contingency.  
 
Tonight, staff respectfully requests the City Council to authorize the proposed agreement 
with Hydroscience Operations Inc. 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 


