
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: April 9, 2007  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
cc: 
 
SUBJECT: Urban Water Management Plan Preparation 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution approving a consulting services agreement with 
the firm of Brown and Caldwell in an amount not to exceed $25,000 for the purposes of 
producing an Urban Water Management Plan pursuant to the requirements of section 
10610 et seq. of the California Water Code, and authorize the City Manager to execute 
same. 
 
 
Background 
 
The Urban Water Management Act was adopted by the state legislature in 1983, and the 
Act requires that urban water suppliers providing municipal water to more than 3,000 
connections or supplying more than 3,000 acre feet of water annually must adopt and 
submit a plan every five years to the California Department of Water Resources (DWR).  
The Urban Water Management Plans (UWMP) were to provide long-range planning 
documents for water supply to assist both local and state agencies in providing for the 
long-range water supply needs of the state. 
 
Until recently in the City of Placerville has fallen below the minimum threshold in terms 
of both number of connections, and volume of water supplied, so the City has been 
exempt from preparing this plan.  At this time however, the City provides water service 
to 2607 residential customers, and 428 commercial accounts, which places the city above 
the 3000 connection threshold.  The DWR has recently contacted the City and requested 
that we provide the required UWMP as soon as possible. 
 
Discussion 
 
The El Dorado Irrigation District has been subject to the requirements of the Act since its 
inception.  Their most recent update to their Urban Water Management Plan occurred in 



2005, and the consultant selected by EID to prepare this update was the firm of Brown 
and Caldwell.   
 
Since the City of Placerville purchases water from EID on a wholesale basis, and the City 
is effectively surrounded by the EID service area, staff felt that the firm of Brown and 
Caldwell might be in a unique position to provide the engineering consulting services to 
the City for the preparation of the required Urban Water Management Plan.  City staff 
met with representatives from Brown and Caldwell to discuss the scope of services that 
would be necessary to produce an acceptable UWMP on the City's behalf.  Subsequent to 
that meeting Brian Caldwell provided a proposal to the City that is comprehensive in 
nature and will provide all those services necessary to complete the Plan.  Their cost 
proposal for these services has a "not to exceed" amount of $25,000.  For the amount of 
work identified in the scope of services, the cost proposal is fair and reasonable and staff 
recommends that the City Council authorize an agreement with Brown and Caldwell to 
produce the required Urban Water Management Plan. 
 
State law requires that each jurisdictions UWMP be updated every five years, in years 
ending with a 0 or a 5.  Now that it has been determined that the City is subject to this 
requirement, staff will explore the possibility of combining our efforts with EID on future 
updates to streamline the plan preparation process, make sure that information is 
consistent for both jurisdictions, and hopefully achieve a lower overall cost for the 
preparation of both plans. 
 
Financial Impact 
 
At the time of the budget preparation for the current fiscal year, the requirement for the 
preparation of this plan was not anticipated.  Once we were advised by the DWR that the 
City was subject to this requirement, we initially considered deferring this work at this 
time and incorporating it into the 07/08 fiscal year budget.  However, since state law 
requires that this plan was to have been prepared in 2005 it is important that the plan be 
produced and submitted to DWR at the earliest possible date.  Staff has communicated 
with DWR personnel and has determined that we are not currently subject to any 
penalties for late submittal of this UWMP.  DWR did indicate however that it is 
important that the plan be prepared and submitted to their offices as soon as possible. 
 
At this time, staff is projecting the Water Enterprise Fund will experience an Operating  
Budget savings in excess of $25,000 for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2007.  The cost of 
the proposed $25,000 agreement with Brown and Caldwell can be absorbed by the Fiscal 
Year 2006/2007 Water Enterprise Fund Operating Budget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tonight, staff respectfully requests the City Council to approve the proposed agreement 
with Brown and Caldwell. 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
  


