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DATE: May 8, 2007  

TO: City Council 

FROM: Rick Tippett, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: PERMANENT OPENING OF THE FIRE GATES ON ESTEY WAY AT 
MONICA WAY AND CLARK STREET 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends Council conduct a hearing to consider: 
 

1. The permanent opening/removal of both of the fire gates on Estey Way, located at Estey 
Way/Monica Way/Clark Street and at Estey Way/Hillside Drive; 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Estey Way and Clark Street are both public residential roadways.  Estey Way is the main 
roadway for the Estey Estates subdivision and has twenty-three (23) homes.  Clark Street from 
Pacific Street to Goldner Street is a two-lane residential collector roadway with residential 
homes and Rotary Park, a community baseball field/park.  Clark Street south of Goldner Street is 
a narrow dead-end residential roadway (15 feet width in some areas) that services thirteen (13) 
homes.  The fire gate at Monica Way and Clark Street was placed as a Condition of Approval for 
the Estey Estates subdivision and separates the newer subdivision from the older residential areas 
along Clark Street.  The placement of the gate was required due to concerns from residents on 
Clark Street that the traffic from Estey Estates would overburden Clark Street.  Because of the 
fire gate located on Monica Way, Clark Street south of Goldner Street has no outlets and is 
considered a 2000’ cul-de-sac.  Also, because of another fire gate located on Estey Way at 
Hillside Drive, residents of the Estey Estates subdivision can only access their subdivision from 
Big Cut Road.   
 
DISCUSSION  
 
Recently, the Engineering Department received a petition from residents on Clark Street and the 
surrounding neighborhood requesting the permanent opening of the fire gate on Monica Way at 
Clark Street.  The residents are requesting that the fire gate be opened to make Estey Way 
available for public use and to avoid any possible delays for emergency vehicles.  It is also the El 
Dorado Fire Protection District’s position that all fire gates on public roadways should be 
removed.  Therefore, it is proposed to remove both gates within the Estey Subdivision.  



Permanently opening or removing the fire gates would reduce the Clark Street cul-de-sac to less 
than 1000’, bringing it closer to the City of Placerville’s recommended maximum cul-de-sac 
length of 500’.  In addition, the permanent opening or removal of both fire gates off of Estey 
Way would improve overall traffic circulation and increase emergency vehicles access to 
residents on both Estey Street and Clark Street. 
 
Staff provided notice to the surrounding community of this request for removal of the gate and 
the intent of holding a Public Hearing to discuss this removal.  Additional, notification of the 
Public Hearing was posted on both gates.  We have received numerous responses to this request, 
which are attached, both in favor and against this proposal. 
 
In an effort to assess the effects of opening the gate at Monica, Staff opened this gate for several 
weeks in late April 2006.  The gate at Estey Way and Hillside remained closed.  At the end of 
this period, Staff then performed traffic counts at the gate on Monica and on Estey at the 
entrance to the subdivision.  The counts were taken over a weekend where there was a baseball 
tournament taking place at Rotary Park.  The findings show an average daily traffic count of 60 
vehicle per day at the gate, and 310 vehicles per day at Estey near Big Cut.  Traffic direction at 
the gate and subdivision appeared to be evenly split for motorist entering and exiting the 
subdivision.  A typical residential neighborhood will see approximately 800-1,200 vehicles per 
day, which relates to about one car in each direction per minute during the peak travel period.  
The volumes observed in this neighborhood are well below this volume of vehicles. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
There would be no fiscal impact with the permanent opening of the fire gates on Estey Way. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Since Estey Way and Clark Street are both public roadways, it is Engineering’s opinion that the 
two fire gates on Estey Way be removed or permanently opened in order to improve general 
traffic circulation and to improve emergency vehicle access to all of the residential areas.  This 
opinion is supported by the residents of Clark Street that submitted the petition requesting this 
hearing, the City of Placerville Police Department and the El Dorado Fire Protection District.  
Staff is requesting that Council give direction recommending the removal or permanent opening 
of the both fire gates.  As on option, Council could direct staff to evaluate the opening of the 
gates along with the potential effects of adding additional traffic control measures (e.g. speed 
humps) in the area as a way to alleviate concerns regarding unrestrained traffic.    
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