
City of Placerville 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 
DATE:  June 18, 2007   
 
TO:   City Council 
 
FROM: Steve Youel, Director of Community Services 
 
SUBJECT: GOLD BUG PARK FIRE SAFE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution to utilize the services of the El Dorado County 
Resource Conservation District to assist the City of Placerville in the implementation of the 
Gold Bug Park Fire Safe Plan.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the regular meeting of the City Council on November 9th 2005, Council approved a 
comprehensive plan to protect Gold Bug Park and the surrounding neighborhoods from 
wildfire.  Council also directed staff to return with recommendations for the funding and 
implementation of the plan.   
 
Since the plans adoption, staff has been working closely with the El Dorado County Fire 
Safe Council to develop a strategy to both fund and implement the plan.   
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Implementation Strategy:  Given the magnitude of this project combined with its technical 
aspects, it is staffs opinion that technical assistance is necessary to implement this plan.  This 
assistance can be provided by the El Dorado County Resource Conservation District.    
 
The El Dorado County Resource Conservation District (1938) - (RCD) is a local 
independent, non-enforcement, non-regulatory, self-governed district organized under 
Division 9 of the Public Resources Code.  The RCD advises and assists individual 
landowners and public agencies in planning and implementation of conservation practices 
for the protection, restoration, or development of land, water, and related natural resources.  
 
As the City embarks on the implementation of the Gold Bug Park Fire Safe Plan, the RCD 
recognizes the need and importance of this project and is willing to convey their support.  
RCD is willing to dedicate their resources to administer this project from start to finish.  The 
RCD is prepared to solicit and administer grant funding, conduct informational workshops, 
develop an implementation plan and supervise construction through completion.  
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Funding:  Potential funding for a portion of the project has been identified.  The RCD  
is prepared to submit a grant proposal on the City’s behalf as part of the California Clean 
Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Act of 2002 (see attached grant 
application).  This funding mechanism is intended to provide community assistance on fuel 
reduction projects.  If successful, this program will provide the funding necessary to 
complete the project.  Given the expertise of the RCD and their close relationship with the 
California Department of Forestry, staff is optimistic that our funding request will result in 
the completion of a majority of the tasks identified within the plan in zones one, two and the 
splats (see attached map).  The status of our funding request should be known within a 
month of the submission date and the project must be completed within eighteen months.    
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
With City Council’s authorization to utilize the services of the El Dorado County Resource 
Conservation District, it is staffs intention to keep the direct costs associated with the 
implementation of this plan to a minimum.  The RCD will be requesting grant funding in the 
amount of $50,000 for this project.  An estimated $6,000 is identified for administration and 
$44,000 is estimated for implementation of phase one.  
 
Once the project has been completed, it will be incumbent upon the City to maintain the 
integrity of the project.  Treated areas of the park will require routine maintenance to ensure 
the park does not return to its current condition.  The estimated costs associated with 
routine maintenance within the first year of the completed project is $2,000.  This estimate 
must be added to the overall maintenance and operation budget for the park.  The amount 
of resources needed to maintain the integrity of the project annually may decline over time 
as excess fuel loads diminish throughout the park.     
 
 

Attachment: Grant Application 

 

  
______________________________ 

Steve Youel, 
Director of Community Services 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council:            Reviewed for Fiscal Analysis: 
 
 
_________________________________    _____________________________ 
John Driscoll, City Manager/Attorney               Dave Warren, Director of Finance  
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