
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: June 22, 2007  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
SUBJECT: CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH GENE E. 

THORNE AND ASSOCIATES, INC., FOR THEPURPOSE OF 
PROVIDING BOUNDARY AND TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEYING 
SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF PLACERVILE CORPORATION 
YARD ON BIG CUT ROAD AND THE WATER TREATMENT 
PLANT ON PARDI LANE. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution that: 
 

1. Approves the consulting services agreement with Gene E. Thorne and 
Associates, Inc., for the purpose of providing boundary and topographic 
surveying services for the Public Works Department Corporation Yard located 
on Big Cut Road and topographic surveying services for the Water Treatment 
Plant on Pardi Lane; and, 

2. Authorize the City Manager to execute said consulting services agreement; 
and 

3. Authorize a $1,100 budget transfer from the Fiscal Year 2007/2008 Water 
Enterprise Fund Operating Budget to the Water Treatment Plant Pipeline 
Bypass, Phase II (CIP #40610). 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 2004, the City initiated a capital improvement project to construct a series of 
improvements at the City's Corporation Yard facility located on Big Cut Road.  Current 
facilities at the Corporation Yard are inadequate to provide secure and covered materials 
storage, facilities for the maintenance and upkeep of the City's tools and equipment, and 
facilities necessary to accommodate the needs of our staff.  In addition, recent 
improvements to the Meagher House in Gold Bug Park have rendered that facility 
unavailable for use by the Recreation and Parks staff for the purposes of equipment and 
materials storage, workshop space, etc.  Efforts to locate an alternative facility to meet 
the needs of the Department of Recreation and Parks have been unsuccessful.  At this 
time, City staff is considering utilizing the lower portion of the Public Works Department 



Corporation Yard as an area to provide housing and materials and equipment storage for 
that Department. 
 
The first step towards the development of a capital project that will provide for the 
improvements necessary to accommodate the needs of both the Public Works Department 
Maintenance Division and the Recreation and Parks Department is the production of an 
accurate topographic map of the Corporation Yard property that delineates the existing 
ground contours, tree cover, the locations of all buildings, utilities, and other 
improvements, and accurately delineates existing property boundaries.  This topographic 
base map becomes the basis for all site planning, engineering, and architectural work 
necessary to complete the project. 
 
In addition, there is an open CIP project to complete an additional pipeline bypass of the 
Water Treatment Plant (CIP# 40610).  By adding the topographic survey work for that 
project to this contract, it is possible to achieve economies of scale and lower the overall 
cost of the pipeline bypass project.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
When evaluating consultants to provide this type of service to the City of Placerville, the 
primary criteria that must be considered are technical capabilities and the ability to 
provide a timely response to the City's request. 
 
Gene Thorne and Associates, Inc., the recommended consultant for this function, has 
offices in Cameron Park, and has a full service land surveying department, and has the 
ability to respond quickly to meet the needs of the City. The consultant anticipates that 
the work will be completed within six weeks of receiving an authorization to proceed 
from the City. 
 
The consultant plans to utilize aerial photogrammetric methods for producing the 
topographic maps.  Since the Corporation Yard is located in close proximity to the City's 
existing Water Treatment Plant facility, staff has requested that the consultant also 
provide an addendum to their proposal that includes expanding the topographic coverage 
to include the Water Treatment Plant facility and the area of Pardi Way between the 
Corporation Yard and the Treatment Plant.  This will allow the City to take advantage of 
economies of scale by having all the information produced at one time.  This topographic 
information of the Water Treatment Plant will provide an effective base map for any 
future reuse of the treatment plant, and the topographic information on Pardi Way will be 
utilized for the above outlined pipeline bypass project. 
 
Attached to this staff report is a copy of the consulting services agreement with Gene E. 
Thorne and Associates, Inc., which spells out the terms and conditions under which the 
consultant will provide service to the City.  
  



 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Funding for this contract will come from CIP Project #40415 “Corporation Yard 
Improvements,” $12,400, and from the Water Enterprise Fund, $1,100. 
 
The City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2003/2004 Capital Improvement Program 
Budget which appropriated $300,000 for the Corporation Yard Improvements (CIP 
#40415).  In Fiscal Year 2004/2005 the budget was reduced by $50,000 in order to afford 
other projects which had higher priority at the time.  Currently the project has a budget of 
$250,000.  To date, the following agreements have been encumbered toward the project: 
 
Gene E. Thorne (Proposed) 12,400$     
Comfort King 4,865         
    Total 17,265$    

 
 
As you can see, the encumbered agreements, including the proposed $12,400 agreement 
with Gene E. Thorne, is well within the $250,000 project budget. 
 
The remaining $1,100 for the Water Treatment Plant can be absorbed in the proposed 
Fiscal Year 2007/2008 Water Enterprise Fund Operating Budget that is before the City 
Council tonight under a separate staff report. 
 
Tonight, staff respectfully requests the City Council to approve the proposed agreement 
with Gene E. Thorne. 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
 
 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 
 



 
 
 


