
 
City of Placerville 

Public Works / Engineering 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
DATE: July 6, 2007  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
SUBJECT: CONSULTING SERVCIES AGREEMENT WITH GENE E. 

THORNE AND ASSOCIATES, INC., IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,150 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERING AND SURVEYING SERVICES FOR THE 
RESTROOM RENOVATION PROJECT AT GOLD BUG PARK. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution approving the consulting services agreement 
with Gene E. Thorne and Associates, Inc., in the amount of $20,150, for the purpose of 
providing professional engineering and surveying services for the Gold Bug Park 
Restroom Renovation Project, and authorize City Manager to execute same. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The existing restroom facilities at Gold Bug Park consist of a wooden structure with 
water service over a large concrete vault that requires periodic pumping by local septage 
haulers due to the fact that the restroom is not connected into the City sewer system.  The 
existing facility is woefully inadequate to meet the current needs and expectations of park 
visitors, and the City has been working towards a capital project to replace these 
restrooms for many years.  To fund this project, the City has sought grants from all 
available sources, and in 2006, through the efforts of the office of Congressman John 
Doolittle, the City was awarded a federal appropriation in the amount of $200,000 
specifically for restroom improvements at Gold Bug Park.  That funding has recently 
been allocated to the City, which will now allow the City to retain consultants to 
commence the development of this project. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
City staff has evaluated the existing conditions at Gold Bug Park, and has explored a 
number of possible options for the renovation of the restroom facilities.  As discussed 
above, the existing restrooms have a potable water supply; but, because there is no 
current connection to the City's sewer collection system, the restrooms are located over 
the top of a several-thousand-gallon subterranean concrete vault.  The potential of 
constructing a full septic system with an appropriately sized leach field was evaluated. 
Also evaluated was the potential to eliminate one or more existing City owned sewer lift 
stations by constructing a new sewer lift station at the intersection of Bedford Street with 
the Gold Bug Park entrance.  This would eliminate the two deteriorating existing sewer 
lift stations and replace them with a single modern lift station. 
 
There is an existing force main sewer line in Bedford Street; however, if the two existing 
sewer lift stations were eliminated and a new one constructed at the park entrance, the 
existing force main sewer would require upsizing, and it would be necessary to construct 
approximately 4000 linear feet of gravity sewer line, in addition to constructing a new 
City lift station.  These factors made this option prohibitively expensive.   
 
The only land area within the park that would be available for a septic system leach field 
is a substantial distance away and uphill from the existing restroom facility; therefore, a 
small pump station would be necessary even if an on-site septic system was to be utilized. 
 
Considering all of the above, staff concluded that the most cost-effective way to renovate 
the existing restroom facilities at the park would be to utilize a prefabricated, pre-cast 
concrete restroom structure, similar to those utilized by the US Forest Service, and utilize 
a small commercial-grade duplex sewer pump station with a pressure sewer line that 
would connect to the existing 4-inch sewer force main located in Bedford Street. 
 
The City requested a proposal from Gene E. Thorne and Associates, Inc., to perform the 
engineering design on this project because they have substantial experience with sewer 
lift station design, sewer force main design, and commercial site development projects.  
With offices located in Cameron Park, they have the ability to readily meet the needs of 
the City in the development of this project. 
 
Attached to this staff report is a copy of the consulting services agreement with Gene E. 
Thorne and Associates, Inc., which spells out the terms and conditions under which the 
consultant will provide services to the City.  
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Funding for this contract will come from CIP Project #40416 “Gold Bug Park 
Renovation-Design Phase,” which currently has an allocation of $8,400.  The balance of 
the funding to complete this phase of the project will be provided from the $200,000 
federal appropriation specifically earmarked for the development of this project. 
 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
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