
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: August 10, 2007  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
cc: 
 
SUBJECT: Adoption of the 2005 Urban Water Management Plan for the City of 
Placerville 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the Council take the following actions; 
 

1. Adopt a resolution approving  the UWMP incorporating any modifications 
resulting from the public hearing. 

 
  

2. Authorize staff to forward copies of the final adopted UWMP to the California 
Department of Water Resources pursuant to the requirements of section 10610 
et seq. of the California Water Code. 

 
 
 
Background 
 
The Urban Water Management Act was adopted by the state legislature in 1983, and the 
Act requires that urban water suppliers providing municipal water to more than 3,000 
connections or supplying more than 3,000 acre feet of water annually must adopt and 
submit a plan every five years to the California Department of Water Resources (DWR).  
The Urban Water Management Plans (UWMP) were to provide long-range planning 
documents for water supply to assist both local and state agencies in providing for the 
long-range water supply needs of the state. 
 
Until recently in the City of Placerville has fallen below the minimum threshold in terms 
of both number of connections, and volume of water supplied, consequently the City has 
been exempt from preparing this plan.  At this time however, the City provides water 
service to 2607 residential customers, and 428 commercial accounts, which places the 
city above the 3000 connection threshold.  The Act requires that UWMP’s be produced, 
or updated every 5 years, in years ending with a 0 or 5.  In this regard, the DWR recently 



contacted the City and requested that we provide the required UWMP as soon as 
possible. This UWMP under consideration by the City Council is to meet the requirement 
that the City have an UWMP for the year 2005.  
 
Discussion 
 
The El Dorado Irrigation District has been subject to the requirements of the Act since its 
inception.  Their most recent update to their Urban Water Management Plan occurred in 
2005, and the consultant selected by EID to prepare this update was the firm of Brown 
and Caldwell.   
 
Since the City of Placerville purchases water from EID on a wholesale basis, and the City 
is effectively surrounded by the EID service area, The City retained Brown and Caldwell 
to provide the engineering consulting services to the City for the preparation of the City’s 
UWMP as well. 
 
Under the requirements of section 10630 et seq. of the California Water Code the public 
agency's Urban Water Management Plan is required to contain a certain number of 
mandatory features, including but not limited to: 
 

• A description of the existing water system 
 
• A description of the water suppliers service area 
 
• Historical and projected water use 
 
• A discussion on the sources of water supply whether it be ground water, and/or 

surface water 
 
• A discussion on water quality 
 
• Water supply reliability and vulnerability 
 
• The availability or use of recycled water 
 
• Water conservation measures undertaken by the water supplier 
 
• A discussion of current and projected water supply versus current and projected 

water demand within the jurisdiction. 
 

The draft urban water management plan as prepared by Brown and Caldwell thoroughly 
addresses all statutory requirements for UWMP content, and upon the adoption by the 
City Council a copy of the adopted UWMP will be forwarded to the Department of Water 
Resources for their files. 
 



As discussed above, this plan complies with statutory requirements for the 2005 UWMP.  
In 2010 and every five years thereafter, it will be necessary for the City to update the plan 
and the information contained therein, and submit the updated Plan to the Department of 
Water Resources.  Since the City has now become subject to this requirement, staff will 
explore the possibility of combining our efforts with EID on future updates to streamline 
the plan preparation process, make sure that information is consistent for both 
jurisdictions, and hopefully achieve a lower overall cost for the preparation of both plans. 
 
Financial Impact 
 
There is no direct financial impact to the City as a result of the adoption of the UWMP.  
The purpose of this plan is to provide a periodic assessment of the City's ability to 
provide for the current and future water demand within our service area, and to alert the 
California Department of Water Resources, other concerned agencies, and customers 
within our service area to any issues of concern regarding the quantity and quality of the 
city's water supply, system reliability, and the efforts undertaken by the City to make sure 
that proper water conservation measures are implemented within the service area to 
maximize the efficiency of use of our potable water supplies. 
 
Brown and Caldwell completed their work in the preparation of this draft UWMP within 
the budget, and anticipated time frame stipulated within their consulting services 
agreement with the City of Placerville. 
 
 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
  


