
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: AUGUST 28, 2007  
 
TO:  CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: RANDY PESSES, PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: CONTRACT WITH THE CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS 

FOR CLEANING AND SELECTIVE VEGETATION REMOVAL 
ON HANGTOWN CREEK BETWEEN SPRING STREET AND 
MOSQUITO ROAD. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution approving a contract with the California 
Conservation Corps in the amount of $20,000 for the purpose of cleaning and providing 
selective vegetation removal on Hangtown Creek between Spring Street and Mosquito 
Road, and authorize the City Manager to execute same. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The winter storm that occurred over the New Year’s weekend in January 2006 caused 
localized flooding in several areas throughout Placerville and served to focus the 
community’s attention upon the very real flood risk to the downtown area associated with 
storm runoff in the Hangtown Creek watershed. 
 
Considerable concern has been expressed by downtown property owners and business 
owners over the amount of vegetation that currently exists within the Hangtown Creek 
channel and the effect of that vegetation on restricting the capacity of the channel to the 
point where it increases flood risk within the downtown area.  The last time that a 
comprehensive cleaning program was undertaken within the Hangtown Creek channel 
was in 1982, at which time (according to reports) massive amounts of vegetation were 
removed from the creek channel, resulting in a considerable outcry from local residents 
concerned about the impact to the habitat value and the aesthetics of the creek. 
 
In the 2006/2007 City Budget, a capital improvement project was approved for selective 
vegetation removal within the creek channel to improve the hydraulic capacity of the 
channel itself, and $30,000 was budgeted for the completion of this work. 
 
The City Council gave direction to staff in the fall of 2006 to proceed with a project to 
accomplish the desired vegetation removal as soon as possible, while complying with 
requirements of any affected State or Federal agencies.  With that direction, City staff 
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contacted the California Department of Fish and Game and completed the process to 
obtain a Stream Alteration Agreement for the purpose of engaging in routine stream 
maintenance along Hangtown Creek and its tributaries within the city limits of 
Placerville.  That permit allows City crews to remove invasive and non-native vegetation, 
perform selective trimming and thinning of native vegetation, remove sediments from the 
streambed, and place erosion control materials at various locations using hand tools, 
mechanical vegetation cutters and shredders, and heavy equipment outside the stream 
zone for sediment removal. 
 
That permit was obtained in January 2007, and staff immediately began discussions with 
the California Department of Forestry, Growlersberg Conservation Camp, to secure work 
crews to perform the vegetation removal.  Unfortunately, because the work crews are 
made up of correction’s system inmates, after a series of discussions and site visits, it was 
concluded that this location was not a good fit for Growlersberg work crews. 
 
Subsequent to that determination, a contact was made with the California Conservation 
Corps (CCC) office in Greenwood to determine whether they would have work crews 
available to accomplish this work.  A field review was conducted with Mr. John 
Nickontro, Conservation Supervisor for the Greenwood Center, and he concluded that 
this work would be a very good fit for their crews, and a contract was prepared for City 
consideration to have the CCC complete this work. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The contract with the CCC (copy of which is attached) will provide for the selective 
removal of trees, saplings, and vegetation undergrowth consistent with the terms of the 
City's current California Department of Fish and Game Stream Alteration Permit.  It will 
also provide for the complete removal of exotic and invasive species such as Himalayan 
blackberries, Chinese Trees of Heaven, etc.  Prior to the commencement of work, City 
staff will walk the affected section of Hangtown Creek with representatives of the 
California Department of Fish and Game, the Hangtown Creek Stewardship Committee, 
Caltrans, and Mitchell Engineering to verify what vegetation the City is authorized to 
remove pursuant to the terms of our Stream Alteration Agreement, and to make sure that 
work performed under this project does not interfere with that work that is ongoing under 
the Caltrans Highway 50 Operational Improvements Project. 
 
City maintenance staff will be available to assist the CCC crews with the removal of the 
cleared vegetation from the streambed, and our crews will be responsible for the final 
disposal of that vegetation.  It is anticipated that this work will commence at the end of 
September and will take two to three weeks to complete. 
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FINANCIAL IMPACTS: 
 
The City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2006/2007 Capital Improvement Program 
Budget which appropriated $30,000 from the Storm Drain Fund for the Storm Drain 
Improvement project (CIP #40714).  The City paid the State Department of Fish and 
Game $1,200 for the Stream Maintenance Permit leaving an unencumbered project 
budget balance of $28,800.  As you can see, the proposed $20,000 agreement with the 
California Conservation Corps is well within the $28,800 unencumbered project balance. 
 
Tonight, staff respectfully requests the City Council to approve the agreement with the 
California Conservation Corps.  
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 



RESOLUTION NO. _______  
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PLACERVILLE 
APPROVING A CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,000 WITH THE CALIFORNIA 

CONSERVATION CORPS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SELECTIVE 
VEGETATION AND TREE REMOVAL FROM HANGTOWN CREEK AND A 

PORTION OF RANDOLPH CANYON CREEK BETWEEN SPRING STREET AND 
MOSQUITO ROAD AND AUTHORIZING  

THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAME 
 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Placerville faces on ongoing flood risk in downtown Placerville 

when heavy storm flows exceed the capacity of Hangtown Creek and its tributaries; and, 

 

WHEREAS, selective removal of trees and other vegetation within Hangtown Creek can 

increase the capacity of Hangtown Creek and thereby reduce flood risk; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City has obtained a Stream Alteration Agreement from the California 

Department of Fish and Game that allows for routine maintenance of Hangtown Creek and its 

tributaries and provides for the selective removal of said vegetation; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the California Conservation Corps has submitted an acceptable proposal to 

the City of Placerville whereby they will provide the manpower, tools, and equipment necessary to 

complete the selective tree and vegetation removal consistent with the terms of the Stream 

Alteration Agreement; 

 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT, AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the City 

Council of the City of Placerville does hereby approve a contract with the California Conservation 

Corps in the amount of $20,000 for the purpose of selective tree and vegetation removal from 

Hangtown Creek and a portion of Randolph Canyon Creek between Spring Street and Mosquito 

Road and is hereby authorizing the City Manager to execute same. 
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The foregoing Resolution was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Placerville held on August 28, 2007, by Councilmember _____________________ who moved its 

adoption.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember _____________________.  The motion 

was passed by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

 
        ______________________________  
        Mayor Mark A. Acuna 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________  
Susan Zito, CMC, City Clerk 
 
          
 

 


