
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: September 21, 2007  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
SUBJECT: PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE DISPOSITION OF THE 

EMERGENCY FIRE GATES LOCATED ON MONICA WAY AT 
CLARK STREET AND ON HILLSIDE DRIVE AT BLUEBELL 
COURT. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. That the City Council conduct a public hearing to consider the  disposition of the 
existing emergency fire gates located on Monica Way at Clark Street and on 
Hillside Drive at Bluebell Court; and, at the conclusion of that public hearing, 
make a determination as to whether said gates shall be left in place in their 
existing configuration to only be opened by the fire department in an emergency 
situation, or to be secured open on a permanent basis, or to be completely 
removed. 

 
2. That the City Council direct staff to take the appropriate actions with respect to 

said gates based upon the Council's determination at the conclusion of the public 
hearing. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
As part of the approval process for the Estey Estates subdivision, a condition was 
imposed that required the installation of an emergency access gate at the end of Monica 
Way (a new subdivision street to be constructed as part of the Estey Estates subdivision 
improvements) where it intersects with existing Clark Street.  In addition, a prior 
subdivision approval in that same area (Pinewood Subdivision) had required the 
installation of a similar gate on a short connector street named Hillside Drive that 
connected the existing Bluebell Court with the newly constructed Estey Way.   
 
Subsequent to the construction of these new subdivisions and the installation of the 
required emergency gates, the City received several requests from existing residents 
within the Clark Street area requesting that the gate at Monica Way be either permanently 
opened or removed so as to improve overall traffic circulation within the area, to improve 



emergency vehicle response times, and to provide additional escape routes to all nearby 
residents should it become necessary during a firestorm emergency. 
 
On May 8, 2007, the City Council conducted a public hearing to consider the permanent 
opening/removal of both of the fire gates located at Monica Way/Clark Street and at 
Hillside Drive.  At the conclusion of that hearing, the Council did not make a 
determination with respect to those gates but requested that staff investigate the 
construction type, operation, and state of repair of all of the existing fire gates at various 
locations throughout the City and make a determination as to how those existing gates 
compared to current Fire District standards which govern the new installation of 
emergency fire gates, and to conduct additional traffic counts in the area to determine 
current traffic volumes.  Staff was directed to provide a report back to the City Council 
within 60 to 90 days, at which point the Council would provide direction to staff relative 
to future Council action. 
 
The staff report to the City Council concerning the location, type, and status of all the 
existing fire gates within the City was presented to the City Council at their meeting of 
August 28, 2007.  At that meeting, issues were discussed relative to the operation of the 
gates and how they compare to current Fire District requirements for emergency fire 
gates.  At the conclusion of the discussion, the Council determined that it was not feasible 
to upgrade the existing gates to current automatic fire gates standards, but that every 
emergency gate within the City should be equipped with a “Knox Lock” padlock that can 
be readily opened by Fire District personnel. 
 
In addition, the City Council requested that a follow-up public hearing be scheduled to 
allow the Council to make a final determination with respect to the future disposition of 
the subject emergency fire gates on Hillside Drive and Monica Way. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
As a follow-up to the direction provided by the City Council at the August 28, 2007, 
meeting, staff has contacted the Knox Co. to determine the price and availability of 
“Knox lock” padlocks to retrofit our existing fire gates.  Padlocks are readily available at 
a price of approximately $80 each; however, the Knox Co. will only sell them directly to 
fire departments or to entities with fire department approval.  Staff is currently working 
with the El Dorado County Fire District to make the necessary arrangements for the 
purchase and installation of these padlocks. 
 
At the previous two hearings, the issue of additional traffic resulting from the opening of 
the gates was raised as a broad concern to the residents that provided testimony as well as 
to members of the City Council.  To address those concerns, additional traffic counts 
were taken on Clark Street to complement existing counts previously taken on Estey 
Way.  Recent counts taken on Clark Street near Monica Way indicate that the average 
daily traffic in that area is 125 trips per day.  The traffic counter placed on Clark Street 
near Pacific Street indicates that the average daily traffic in that area is 725 trips per day.    



Previous traffic counts taken within the Estey Estates subdivision during a test period 
when the gate on Monica Way was opened indicated that there were approximately 60 
trips per day on Monica Way and approximately 316 trips per day on Estey Way near 
Benham Street.  These are very low volumes with respect to the reasonable carrying 
capacity of a residential street, and it is clear from this traffic count information that if the 
City Council elected to remove the gate at Monica Way, it would not significantly impact 
either neighborhood.  Further, the roadway geometry at the intersection of Monica Way 
at Clark Street does meet current City standards and has adequate sight distance for all 
movements at the intersection. 
 
City approval of the Pinewood Subdivision in 1988 that allowed the installation of the 
gate on Hillside Drive; however, allowed the geometry of improvements, right-of-way 
width, and building setbacks at this location to be substandard with respect to that which 
would be required for an unrestricted City street.  Consequently, the available sight 
distance for a vehicle making a left turn from Estey Way onto Hillside Drive is 
significantly less than current standards.  
 
Based upon the above circumstance, it is the recommendation of staff that the emergency 
fire gate at Monica Way and Clark Street be removed to facilitate emergency services 
response and to improve overall traffic circulation in the area.   
 
On Hillside Drive; however, because of the substandard sight distance at the intersection, 
it is recommended that the existing gate be left in place, or if the City Council elects to 
remove the gate, that turning restrictions be put in place on Estey Way to prevent left 
turns onto Hillside Drive, and that other traffic calming or traffic control measures be 
incorporated to discourage neighborhood traffic from using that as a cut through route. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
There would be no financial impact with any of the proposed alternatives that the Council 
may select on this matter. 
 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 



 


