
City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

DATE: November 13, 2007 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 
SUBJECT: Correspondence to CalTrans regarding Highway 50 Operational 

Improvement Project and Camino/Highway 50 Safety Concerns 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council direct staff to prepare correspondence to CalTrans to be signed by 
the Council regarding the following: 
 

(1) A letter requesting information regarding the location from where the traffic 
signals on Highway 50 would be coordinated and controlled and further 
requesting that a left turn pocket be considered for the intersection of Forni Road 
and Main Street. 

 
(2) A letter in support of the El Dorado County Transportation Commission’s 

(EDCTC) request for the implementation of safety measures relating to speed 
limits and the closure of turn pockets along Highway 50 in the Camino area.  

 
DISCUSSION 
 
At its November 1, 2007 meeting, the EDCTC discussed the U.S. Highway 50 
Operational Improvement Project.  Specifically, the Commission looked at traffic signal 
coordination and left turn movements from Main Street to Forni Road  At the meeting, 
the Commission learned that the signals would be controlled and coordinated from 
Marysville and not Rancho Cordova.  Also the Commission was informed that a left 
turn pocket from Main Street onto Forni Road was not in the plans as part of the project.  
It was explained by CalTrans staff that studies done approximately seven years ago 
indicated that traffic volumes did not warrant a left turn pocket. 
 
Over the years, it would seem that traffic volumes have increased and one could 
certainly expect that they will continue to increase in the future.  It would seem prudent 
to include a left turn pocket at Main Street and Forni Road in the project or if not 
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warranted at the present time, to at least provide sufficient area to install one in the 
future. 
 
At the EDCTC meeting, concerns were not only raised over the left turn pocket but also 
the wisdom of controlling and coordinating the traffic signals from Marysville and not a 
closer location such as Rancho Cordova. Additionally, the Commission looked the 
traffic movements at the Spring Street and Highway 50 intersection. There was a 
discussion regarding the availability of property on the northeast corner of that 
intersection which, if acquired, could be useful for improving turning movements at 
that intersection. 
 
The Commission then directed that a letter to CalTrans District 3 Director be prepared 
by staff for the Chairperson’s signature addressing these concerns. A copy of this letter 
is attached to this report. 
 
Another item of discussion at the EDCTC meeting concerned safety issues associated 
with Highway 50 in the Camino area. Specifically, concerns were raised over the 
increased speed limit from 55 mph to 65 mph and the fact that certain left turn pockets 
had not been closed during the current Apple Hill season contrary to what had 
occurred in previous years. The Commission also directed that a letter be sent to 
CalTrans expressing these concerns. A copy of that letter is also attached to this staff 
report. 
 
At the conclusion of the discussion of the above items, the Commission requested that 
the City and County also consider sending correspondence to CalTrans addressing 
these issues. Staff agrees with this request and feels that it is important for the City to 
support the Commission in expressing these concerns which either directly of indirectly 
affect the City.  Staff is requesting that the Council direct staff to prepare 
correspondence similar to that attached letters from the Commission to CalTrans. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The only fiscal impact associated with the requested action is a relatively minor amount 
of staff time. 
   
Submitted for Council Consideration: 
 
 
______________________ 
John W. Driscoll 
City Manager/Attorney 
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