
 

 
City of Placerville 

Public Works / Engineering 
M E M O R A N D U M 

DATE:  November 19, 2007  

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  Randy Pesses, Director of Public Works 

SUBJECT: REPORT ON TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council receive a report on the current City Policy concerning speed humps, and a 
presentation from staff regarding the variety of techniques available to achieve traffic-calming 
benefits within the community. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
As communities grow, and traffic volumes have increased over the years, the negative impact of 
this traffic has become increasingly problematic and detrimental to the quality of life within 
residential neighborhoods. 
 
The typical response from those impacted residents is to petition City government to do 
something to slow the cars down and to require the cars to drive somewhere else.  Typical 
requests are for added stop signs, speed bumps, street closures, etc. 
 
As an initial City response to this demand, in 1995, the City formally adopted a policy governing 
the installation of speed humps on public streets.  (Copy of policy is attached).  The essence of 
the policy was to require the demonstration of a high degree of neighborhood support for the 
installation of a speed hump before one would even be considered, to establish the geometric 
parameters to consider a speed hump and to establish the cost responsibility for the installation, 
and, if necessary, the removal of a speed hump. 
 
The primary purpose of public streets is for the passage of vehicle traffic, and it is important not 
to react too quickly to complaints from a few residents, only to find out after costly measures are 
installed that those sentiments are not shared by the majority of the neighborhood.  The structure 
of the City’s current policy is to assure that broad neighborhood support (political and financial) 
exists prior to engaging in a traffic-calming project. 
 
Recently, the City Council has received several requests from individuals requesting that the City 
waive the existing policy provisions and that speed humps be installed on Bedford Street and 
Clay Street at the City’s expense.  This is not without precedent, as the City has installed speed 
humps at City expense on Coloma Street, and the City has cooperated with El Dorado High 
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School to provide the labor for installation of speed humps at the high school, provided the 
school district paid for the cost of the speed humps themselves. 
 
In addition, the City will be installing speed humps at City expense on Estey Way, as a condition 
precedent to the removal of the existing gate at Monica Way and Clark Street.  The 
manufactured speed humps have been ordered from the Traffic Logix Company, and will be 
installed by City Public Works Staff once they arrive. 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
Notwithstanding the provisions of the existing policy, there are numerous traffic calming 
techniques available to communities that have varying degrees of cost and impact to the 
motoring public.  A fundamental concept within traffic engineering and a key element of the 
traffic-calming toolbox is that measures should be imposed on an escalating basis, with the least 
restrictive and least costly measures utilized to address the problems encountered. 
 
Because the art and science of traffic calming has made many strides in the development and 
evaluation of the effectiveness of various traffic-calming measures, a brief Power Point 
presentation (that has been graciously provided by Fehr and Peers, the City’s Traffic Engineering 
Consultants), will be presented to the City Council to identify those techniques that are available 
and that have proven to be effective in other jurisdictions, and to discuss some of the advantages 
and limitations of the various traffic-calming measures. 
 
Also attached to the staff report is an excerpt from a publication entitled, “Emergency Response, 
Traffic Calming and Traditional Neighborhood Streets,” that discusses the various traffic-
calming techniques and the benefits to the neighborhood that results. 
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS  
 
From a cost perspective, the costs to the City can range from nominal to very expensive. 
 
Signage = $350-$500/per sign 
Pavement Marking = $1/square foot 
Speed humps:  Asphalt = $2,500-$3,000/hump 
  Manufactured = $3,000-$4,000/hump plus installation 
 
Bulbouts, chokers, chicanes, traffic circles, half-street closures, and roundabouts all have 
applications, and the costs can vary from a few thousand dollars to hundreds of thousands of 
dollars.  The City capital project to install a roundabout at Main Street and Cedar Ravine has a 
budget of over $1.3 million. 
 
Ultimately, the most economical method to provide traffic calming to a neighborhood is to 
incorporate it into the original design and construction.  Past City Council actions have made it 
clear that staff should be evaluating residential development projects with traffic-calming 
provisions incorporated into project design; this is the direction currently being followed by staff. 
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At the conclusion of this presentation, staff is prepared to receive further guidance from the City 
Council with respect to expanding or modifying traffic-calming policies within the City.  Due to 
the limited financial resources available for all street and road maintenance and improvements 
and the deteriorated condition of many City streets, it is financially challenging for the City to 
afford new traffic calming measures at this time. 
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