
 

 
City of Placerville 

Public Works / Engineering 
M E M O R A N D U M 

DATE:  December 11, 2007 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  Rick Tippett, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: AUTHORIZE STAFF TO PROCEED WITH APPRAISALS AND 
DESIGNATE UNIVERSAL FIELD SERVICES TO CONDUCT THE  
APPRAISALS  AND ACT AS NEGOTIATING AGENT  FOR 
PURCHASE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY AT BLAIRS LANE BRIDGE AT 
HANGTOWN CREEK (CIP 40604) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. That the City Council authorize Staff to proceed with appraisals for the Blairs Lane Bridge 
Project at Hangtown Creek and to designate Universal Field Services as the agent authorized 
conduct the appraisals and act as the City’s negotiating agent. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Eskaton Village, Placerville, LLC, (Lakemont) has been in the process of constructing a retirement 
village at the new southern terminus of Blairs Lane.  One of the conditions of approval was to widen 
Blairs Lane to Local Street standards and to widen the bridge accordingly.  Subsequently, it was 
determined that replacement of the bridge is eligible for the Highway Bridge Replacement and 
Rehabilitation (HBRR) Program.   
 
Because improvements to the bridge were required as a condition for the Lakemont Project, they are 
responsible for any cost associated with these improvements.  Therefore, Lakemont has been funding 
the local match for the HBRR grant as well as any associated Staff costs.  Additionally, because it is a 
federal program, project administration is required to be performed by the local agency.  The City has 
entered into an agreement with Quincy Engineering which began work on the design. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The improvements identified for this project require 56’ of right-of-way.  This would allow for two 
travel lanes 12’ wide, a left-turn lane for Blairs Lane at Broadway, 4’ shoulders for future bike lanes 
and sidewalks.  In addition to the right-of-way, easements for embankment slopes will be necessary 
and temporary construction easements will be required to provide room for the contractor. 
 
The existing Blairs Lane right-of-way varies, but it’s approximately 40’ through the project area.  To 
achieve the required right-of-way, an additional 16’ will be acquired, a third along the PG&E frontage 
and the remaining along the Caltrans frontage.  Additional right-of-way will be required at the gas 
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stations to construct new corners for the intersection.   Beyond the right-of-way, there is a need for 
slope easements and construction easements for areas that are graded and to construct the project. 
 
The largest area of acquisition will be from the Caltrans Corporation Yard.  The total area will be 
4,460 square feet, which will consist of 2.9% of the property.   The largest acquisition in relation to the 
size of the property will be from the Gas Station (LDR Partners) on the west side of Blairs Lane at 
Broadway.  The total area will be 660 square feet, which will consist of 4.8% of the property.  It is not 
anticipated that these acquisitions will render any of the properties non conforming or unusable under 
their current use. 
 
Five properties will be affected, which include the two gas stations on the south side of Broadway at 
Blairs Lane, the Caltrans maintenance yard, the PG&E electric substation, and a portion of the Gold 
Country Inn property.  Following is a list of the right-of way needs: 
 
                Blair’s Lane Bridge Project Appraisal Summary Statement 

  APN OWNER Address 
Present 

Use 

Fee 
Take   
Area 
(SF) 

Slope 
Easement 
Area (SF) 

Temp 
Constr 
Easement   
Area (SF) Comments 

#1 004-131-35 State of 
CA 3065 Blairs 

CalTrans 
Corporation 

Yard 
3,424 1,036 2,941 

Need Caltrans 
Encroachment 
Permit 
application, 
65% plans to 
accompany 
offer 

#2 004-261-24 LDR 
Partners 

1296 
Broadway 

Service 
Station 660 N/A 1,846 

  

#3 004-131-40 
Umesh 
& Lee 
Patel 

1332 
Broadway Motel 225 356 191 

Small area in 
creek, nominal 
value 

#4 04-261-25 PG&E 1284 
Broadway 

Electric 
Substation 1,323 2,596 4,242 

Acquisition 
needs to go 
through 
CPUC. 
Acquisition 
agent 
(Universal 
Field 
Services) 
recommends 
starting 
condemnation 
to avoid 
CPUC 
process. 

#5 
004-131-037 

&            
004-131-038 

Georgie 
H & 

Patrick 
J. Orelli 

1312-1318 
Broadway 

Service 
Station / 

Restaurant 
1,238 512 1,566 

  
 
Attached is a map delineating the right-of-way and easement requirements.  In order to acquire the 
necessary rights-of-way, it will be necessary to appraise the “takings” and negotiate with the property 
owners.  The right of way agents selected for the project are Universal Field Services, the right-of-way 
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subconsultant to Quincy Engineering’s Blairs Lane Project Team. 
 
By approval of this action, Staff will direct the Universal Field Services to appraise the properties.  
Once the appraisals are complete, Staff will return to Council with a request for authorization to 
proceed with negotiations to acquire the necessary rights-of-way and easements.  It is anticipated that it 
will take 12 months to complete the right-of-way acquisition process for this project. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
As mentioned above, the cost for Universal Field Services to appraise the proposed right-of-way 
properties and negotiate with the current property owners is included in the City Council approved 
agreement with Quincy Engineering.  Staff anticipates the HBRR grant set aside for right-of-way 
acquisition and the City’s proportionate local match, deposited by Lakemont Homes, will be adequate 
to appraise, negotiate, and purchase the above mentioned parcels.  Tonight, staff respectfully requests 
the City Council to authorize Universal Field Services to appraise of the proposed right-of-way 
parcels. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved 
 
 
_____________________________         
Rick Tippett      Randy Pesses 
City Engineer      Director of Public Works 
 
 
Reviewed for Recommendation    Reviewed for Financial Impact  
And Approved for Agenda 
 
 
         
John Driscoll      Dave Warren 
City Manager/ City Attorney     Director of Finance 
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