
City of Placerville 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 
DATE:  January 3, 2008 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
SUBJECT: TITLE 4, CHAPTER 9, OF THE PLACERVILLE CITY CODE 

“FLOOD DAMAGE PROTECTION,” TO BE AMENDED IN ITS 
ENTIRETY TO CONFORM WITH CURRENT REQUIREMENTS 
OF FEMA AND THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT 
OF WATER RESOURCES. 

 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council take the following actions: 
  

1. Introduce an Ordinance amending Title IV, Chapter 9, “Flood Damage 
Protection” of the Placerville Municipal Code that incorporates language 
updates required by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
bringing the Placerville City Flood Damage Code into conformance with 
current requirements; and, 

  
 2. Waive the first reading of said Ordinance. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has recently updated its model 
ordinance language requirements for floodplain management, and is requiring all states 
and local jurisdictions to update their current regulations to bring them into conformance 
with current requirements.  These modifications must be adopted by local jurisdictions to 
be eligible for the Federal Flood Insurance Program administered by FEMA. 
 
The City’s current “Flood Damage Protection” Ordinance has been in place since 
approximately 1990, and is in substantial conformance to these updated FEMA 
requirements.  However, there are certain sections where language has been added or 
modified to match that incorporated into the model ordinance. 
 
The primary substantive changes occur in the following ordinance sections: 
 



1. Section 4-9-2, “Definitions” has been changed to reflect the FEMA 
recommended language its entirety. 

2. Section 4-9-3(B) has been amended to allow for the adoption of amended 
and/or revised FIRM maps. 

3. Section 4-9-4(B)(1), “Permit Review” has been amended to reflect the 
FEMA recommended language. 

4. Section 4-9-4(B)(4)(a) has been amended to reflect the FEMA 
recommended language. 

5. Section 4-9-4(B)(5) addressing the issue of corporate boundaries has been 
added per FEMA recommended language. 

6. Section 4-9-4(C), “Development Permit” has been amended to reflect 
FEMA recommended language. 

7. Section 4-9-5(B), “Garages and Low Cost Accessory Structures” has been 
added per FEMA recommendations. 

8. Section 4-9-5((D)(2), has been amended to reflect FEMA recommended 
language. 

9. Section 4-9-6, “Nature of Variances,” has been added to reflect FEMA 
recommendations. 

10. Section 4-9-6(B)(1), “historic structure” language has been changed to 
reflect FEMA recommendations. 

11. Section 4-9-6(B)(3), “minimum necessary” language has been changed to 
reflect FEMA recommendations. 

12.  Section 4-9-6(B)(6) has been changed to reflect the language 
recommended by FEMA. 

 
A copy of the amended “Flood Damage Protection” Ordinance is attached to the staff 
report in its entirety. 
 
Since there are areas within the City of Placerville, primarily adjacent to Hangtown 
Creek, that are currently subject to flooding, the City is subject to these Federal Flood 
Management requirements, and staff recommends that the City Council approve this 
amended ordinance to maintain our Federal Flood Insurance eligibility under this FEMA 
program. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
There are no direct financial impacts to the City as a result of this action.  However, for 
property owners within the City to remain eligible for Federal Flood Insurance Programs, 
it is necessary for the City to update the language within our “Flood Damage Protection” 
Ordinance to maintain conformity to current federal requirements. 
 
Prepared by:     Reviewed for Fiscal Impacts by: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Randy Pesses     Dave Warren 



Public Works Director   Director of Finance 
 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
 
 


