
City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

DATE: February 7, 2008 
 
TO:  City Council 
  
FROM: Steve Calfee, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Mural at the corner of U.S. Highway 50 & Canal Street 
          
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. Adopt a Resolution in support of the El Dorado Arts Council grant for the 

placement of a mural near the intersection of U.S. Highway 50 & Canal 
Street. 

 
2. Authorize the expenditure of city funds for the cost of anti-graffiti 

protective coating not to exceed an amount of $300.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Over one year ago, the City Council was presented with a proposal to support 
the painting of a mural on the concrete retaining wall located at the northeast 
corner of the intersection of U.S. Highway 50 & Canal Street.  At that time, the 
City Council conceptually approved the mural, provided that the design was 
sensitive to Placerville’s history, complementary to the community, and sensitive 
to the considerations of those who reside in the Canal Street/Bee Street 
neighborhood.   
 
The details of the proposed mural have now been finalized and the proposed 
mural is sponsored by the El Dorado Arts Council partnership with the El 
Dorado High School art students and Muralist Warren Dayton.  (A copy of the 
proposed mural is attached hereto.)  The proposed mural which depicts the end 
of the Pony Express and the birth of the Transcontinental Telegraph is 
historically important because Placerville was both the western terminus of the 
Pony Express and the location of the first Trans-Sierra Telegraph co-founded by 
Colonel Frederick A. Bee.  When the City Council conceptually approved the 
original mural request, it was supported with the provision that the mural depict 
appropriate community history, that it did not advertise, and that the Canal 
Street/Bee Street neighborhood be notified when the final design was completed 
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by the stakeholders so that the neighborhood would have an opportunity to 
provide comment and input with respect to the proposed mural.  Notification 
was sent to the neighborhood on January 30, 2008. 
 
To finance the mural, the El Dorado Arts Council has submitted a grant 
application to the California Arts Council “Artists in Schools Program” in 
partnership with El Dorado High School art students.  The proposed mural 
would be placed upon the unadorned concrete wall located at the northeast 
corner of U.S. Highway 50 & Canal Street.  The retaining wall is a component of 
previous highway improvements and falls under the jurisdiction of Caltrans.  
City staff will assist the group in coordinating this effort with Caltrans. 
 
In support of the grant application and to demonstrate to Caltrans the City’s 
support for the proposed mural, City Council is requested to adopt the attached 
Resolution.  The Placerville Downtown Association is also in support of the 
mural and has pledged $1,000.00 from its grant fund toward the project.  From 
staff’s perspective, the proposed project is a very worthy one, to the extent that 
once the mural is completed it should be protected.  In this regard, staff proposes 
that the City Council authorize the cost of anti-graffiti protective coating for the 
mural, once completed, in an amount not to exceed $300.  This is the same type of 
protective coating that was placed on the restroom adjacent to old City Hall and 
it appears to be successful in removing infrequent graffiti.          
 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed by: 
 
_________________________   _________________________ 
Steve Calfee      John Driscoll 
Community Development Director  City Manager/City Attorney 


