
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: March 25, 2008  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses 
 
SUBJECT: Contract for Temporary Staffing at the Hangtown Creek Water 

Reclamation Facility 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council adopt: 
 
1. A resolution authorizing the City Manager and the Public Works Director to negotiate 

a contract with Hydro Science Operations, Inc., to provide certified waste water 
treatment plant operators for the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility on an 
as-needed basis in an amount not to exceed $50,000, and authorize City Manager to 
execute same; and 

 
2. A budget appropriation from the Sewer Enterprise Fund Contingency for Unforeseen 

Expenditures up to $50,000. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Construction work at the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility has progressed to 
the point that a number of new process systems are coming on line that require extensive 
oversight by plant operations personnel.  However, recent loss of staffing at the 
Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility due to the absence of two operators on 
medical leave, has resulted in a critical shortage of staff available to adequately operate 
the facility during this period. 
 
Hydro Science Operations, Inc, is a private firm in the business of operating and 
maintaining complete wastewater treatment plant facilities for municipalities on a 
contract basis, and they also have the ability to provide supplemental staffing for 
wastewater treatment plants on a temporary basis.  The City utilized the services of 
Hydro Science Operations, Inc., last year during a period of staffing shortages, and 
representatives of Hydro Science Operations, Inc., have indicated that they have the 
ability to provide two full time equivalent positions to the City of Placerville to assist in 
operating the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility at this time until the two 
employees that are currently away on medical leave are able to return to work and the 
peak workload associated with process startups subsides. 
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At this point, the length of time for which the services of Hydro Science Operations, Inc., 
will be required is uncertain.  However, by establishing the “not to exceed” amount of 
$50,000, this will be sufficient to cover the costs of contract staff for approximately two 
months.  At the end of that timeframe, we anticipate the return to work of the remaining 
staff.  Should that not prove to be the case, staff will return to the City Council with 
further recommendations to provide for appropriate staffing levels at the Hangtown 
Creek Water Reclamation Facility. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS 
 
The City’s Sewer Enterprise Fund is currently operating under a continuing budget 
appropriation which was renewed by the City Council at its regular meeting on December 
11, 2007.  Staff is recommending another 90-day continuing budget appropriation for the 
period of April 1 to June 30, 2008, in a report under a separate cover tonight.  The Fiscal 
Year 2007/2008 continuing budget appropriations in aggregate, including the proposed 
appropriation tonight, include a $50,000 Contingency for Unforeseen Expenditures.  To 
date, there have been no encumbrances borne by the Sewer Enterprise Fund Contingency 
for Unforeseen Expenditures.  Because the proposed agreement with Hydro Science 
Operations, Inc., is “not to exceed” $50,000, staff is recommending that the City Council 
authorize up to $50,000 from the Contingency. 
 
Tonight, staff respectfully requests the City Council to authorize the proposed agreement 
with Hydro Science Operations, Inc. 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
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RESOLUTION NO. __________________________ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PLACERVILLE 
AUTHORIZING AN OPERATING SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH HYDRO 

SCIENCE OPERATIONS INCORPORATED FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROVIDING TEMPORARY WASTEWATER PLANT OPERATORS AT THE 

HANGTOWN CREEK WATER RECLAMATION FACILITY 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Placerville has recently experienced a temporary 

loss of staffing at the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility that affects the City’s 

ability to adequately operate and maintain the plant; and, 

 
 WHEREAS, the firm of Hydro Science Operations, Inc., has the ability to 

provide temporary wastewater plant operators on a contract basis to relive the staffing 

shortfall at the Hangtown Creek Facility; and, 

 
 WHEREAS, Hydro Science Operations, Inc., has submitted an acceptable 

proposal to the City to provide the required temporary personnel. 

 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT, AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that 

the City Council of the City of Placerville does hereby adopt: 

1. A resolution authorizing the City Manager and the Public Works 

Director to negotiate a contract with Hydro Science Operations, Inc., 

to provide certified waste water treatment plant operators for the 

Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility on an as-needed basis in 

an amount not to exceed $50,000, and authorize City Manager to 

execute same; and 

 
2. A budget appropriation from the Sewer Enterprise Fund Contingency 

for Unforeseen Expenditures up to $50,000. 
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The foregoing Resolution was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council of the 

City of Placerville held on March 25, 2008, by Councilmember____________________ 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember________________________________.  The motion was passed by the 

following vote: 

 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
   _________________________ 
   Mayor Carl Hagen 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________________ 
Susan Zito, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 


