
 

 
 
 

City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
DATE:  June 10, 2008 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: RATIFICATION OF 2007 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council take the following actions: 
 
1. Waive the second reading of an Ordinance amending Section 4-1-4(F) of the Placerville 
 City Code delegating enforcement of the Fire Code to the Chief of the El Dorado County 
 Fire Protection District (Fire District);  
 
2. Adopt said Ordinance; and 
 
3. Adopt a Resolution ratifying and approving the 2007 California Fire Code as modified 
 and amended by the Fire District. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
At the Council meeting of May 27, 2008, this Ordinance was introduced, the first reading 
waived, and the Ordinance is now before the Council for adoption.  
 
Since the early 1990s, the City has contracted with the Fire District for fire related services, 
including the enforcement of the Fire Code. From time to time, the State of California revises 
and adopts new construction codes, including the Fire Code. In January 2007, the State adopted 
the 2007 Fire Code. Once the Code is adopted by the State, local jurisdictions have an 
opportunity to modify provisions of the Code in order to better serve local conditions. 
 
The Fire District has adopted the 2007 California Fire Code subject to certain modifications. 
Please see the attached staff report from Mark Johnson, Fire Marshal for the Fire District. Also 
attached is a copy of the Fire District’s Ordinance adopting the 2007 California Fire Code with 
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those modifications. Staff has reviewed the Code, as well as the modifications, and supports the 
Code as modified. 
 
At the meeting of May 22, 2008, the Council had some questions regarding the proposed 
amendments to the 2007 California Fire Code. Unfortunately, Fire Marshal Mark Johnson was 
unable to attend the meeting and answer those questions. Mr. Johnson will be available at 
tonight’s meeting to answer any questions the Council might have regarding the amendments.  
 
Several years ago, the City went through the same process when the California Fire Code was 
updated, and then amended locally to reflect conditions in this area. Most of the proposed 
amendments to the 2007 Fire Code continue in effect those previous amendments. As an 
example, an area questioned by the Council regarding the amendment of 12,000 square feet to 
3,600 square feet as the threshold for the requirement of installation of fire sprinklers is simply 
the continuation of what already exists in the Fire District’s current ordinances.  
 
Tonight’s requested action accomplishes the following. First, the Ordinance Amendment 
specifically designates the Fire District as the City’s enforcement agent with respect to the Fire 
Code. The Ordinance Amendment also allows for the City to adopt subsequent changes and 
modifications to the Fire Code by resolution. Second, the resolution adopts the 2007 California 
Fire Code as modified by the Fire District to meet our local needs. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
There is minimal fiscal impact associated with the requested action in that the Code will need to 
be amended to reflect the change. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
     
 
_________________________________  
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 
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