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DATE:  July 3, 2008 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Susan Zito, CMC, City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Consolidation of November 4, 2008 Election with El Dorado County 
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the City Council adopt a Resolution for the following action: 
 

1. Consolidation of the November 4, 2008 City Council and City Treasurer Election with 
El Dorado County; 

2. Authorize and the direct the Registrar of Voters, at the City’s expense, to provide all 
necessary services, which shall include, but not be limited to: publications, ballots, 
sample ballots, election officers, polling places and canvass; 

3. In the event of a tie vote, the winning candidate shall be decided by lot. 
 
Background:  
 
California Elections Code Section 10403 states, “Whenever an election called by a district, city or 
other political subdivision for the submission of any question, proposition, or office to be filled is to 
be consolidated with a statewide election, and the question, proposition, or office to be filled is to 
appear upon the same ballot as that provided for that statewide election, the district, city, or other 
political subdivision shall, at least 88 days prior to the date of the election, file with the board of 
supervisors, and a copy with the elections official, a resolution of its governing board requesting the 
consolidation, and setting forth the exact form of any question, proposition, or office to be voted 
upon at the election, as it is to appear on the ballot.”  “The names of the candidates to appear upon 
the ballot where district, city, or other political subdivision offices are to be filled shall be filed with 
the county elections official no later than 81 days prior to the election.”  
 
For many years, the City of Placerville has consolidated its elections with the El Dorado County 
Elections Department.  In the 1980’s, the Council elections were consolidated with El Dorado 
County in the March primary election cycle, and since the mid-1990’s, with the November general 
election cycle.  The consolidation with El Dorado County Elections Department has been a cost 
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effective way of streamlining the costs associated with ballot printing, hiring elections officials, 
security polling places, maintaining voting machines, and canvassing of the ballots.  The City 
simply does not have the resources to conduct stand-alone elections.   
 
Up to this point, the Elections Department, on behalf of the City, has also distributed the 
Nomination Papers to City candidates, verified signatures, collected the Candidate’s Statement of 
Qualifications for the official ballot and acted as the Fair Political Practices Commission Filing 
Officer of all campaign statements and statements of economic interest.  Beginning with the 
November 2008 election, those duties will be conducted by the City Clerk.   All City Council and 
Treasurer candidates will obtain their election papers at City Hall and return them to City Hall 
beginning Monday, July 14th.  
 
Fiscal Impact:  
 
The cost of the November election is determined by El Dorado County Elections, based on the 
number of registered voters within Placerville, the number of candidates on the ballot and other 
factors.  This cost varies from election to election.  Due to the recent acceptance by the City of 
many of the duties formerly performed by El Dorado County Elections, the cost of staff time 
associated with the candidate filing requirement has not yet been determined.   
 
Submitted for Council Consideration:  Approved for Council Consideration: 
 
 
 
__________________________    _________________________________  
Susan Zito, CMC, City Clerk    John W. Driscoll, City Manager/Attorney 

 


