
 
 
DATE: March 24, 2009 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Bruce Lacher, Fire Chief 
 
SUBJECT: Fire District Development Fee Collection 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council adopt a Resolution as follows: 
 

1. Approving the collection of development fees for the Fire District. 
 
2. Increasing the amount of the development fees from $500 per unit to 
 $1.10 per square foot for all new residential, commercial, industrial and 
 institutional development and finding that those fees charged are 
 reasonably related to the amount attributed to new development projects. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of Placerville collects $500 per residential unit and $0.27 per square foot for 
commercial, industrial and institutional facilities on behalf of the Fire District for new 
construction projects. The developer fees in place in the City have not been revised for 
over eighteen years; the last update was made in 1991. The Fire District development 
fees within the unincorporated areas of the County of El Dorado have been incrementally 
increased over the past eighteen years to the current rate of $1.10 per square foot for 
residential, commercial, industrial and institutional facilities.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Fire District has prepared a Capital Facility Plan (Plan) identifying facility and 
equipment needs over the next ten years. The District needs to replace both Station 25 
and Station 26 within the City of Placerville.  Station 25 houses two fire engines and a 
medic unit and serves the major portion of the City.  Station 26, which serves the eastern 
portion of the City primarily from volunteer firefighter responses, is used in conjunction 
with the Placerville Police Department. The Fire District only utilizes a portion of this 
facility to house a fire engine and a ladder truck. The Placerville Police Department could 
potentially utilize this portion of the facility for its expansion plans.  
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The  Plan has also identified the need to replace the Fire District’s ladder truck and two 
fire engines within the City, one at Station 25 and the other at Station 26.  The Plan 
estimates that it will cost approximately $4,500,000 to replace Station 25 and $3,000,000 
to construct a replacement for Station 26. The Fire District plans to incorporate its 
administrative offices at the new Station 25, which accounts for the additional square 
footage, resulting in the increased cost. The Plan calls for the current fees of $500 per 
residential unit and $0.27 per square foot for commercial, industrial and institutional 
facilities to be raised to $1.10 per square foot for all new residential, commercial, 
industrial and institutional development. 
 
The Plan demonstrates that the requested fee increase is reasonably related to the amount 
attributed to new development projects. The amount of the fee is not excessive and does 
not exceed the amount necessary for the facilities and equipment.  Because the new 
facilities and equipment will benefit existing development and areas outside of the City, 
the proposed fees fall short of fully funding the new facilities and equipment. As a result, 
the cost of the new facilities and equipment does not fall solely on new development.   
Rather, the Plan recognizes the financing allocation between new and existing 
development, as well as areas outside of the City. 
 
Also, as part of the District’s presentation this evening, the District will provide an 
overview of the District’s operations within the City, including revenues, expenses and 
programs within the City. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
___________________ 
Bruce M. Lacher 
Fire Chief 
 
 
 
 


