
 

 

 
 

City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
DATE:  June 9, 2009 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll 
  City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING MANDATORY GARBAGE SERVICE 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council introduce an ordinance establishing mandatory garbage service within the 
City of Placerville, and waive the first reading of said ordinance. 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
On May 12, 2009, the City Council received a presentation from El Dorado Disposal regarding 
the rate increase scheduled for July 1, 2009. The actual adoption of the rate increase will be on 
the Council agenda at the June 23, 2009 Council meeting. The current rate for a 32-gallon cart is 
$17.37 per month.  The new rate starting July 1, 2009 will be $18.82 per month. As indicated at 
the May 12 meeting, the rate schedule includes a component reflecting the City’s non-mandatory 
garbage service. The initial rate was based on the mandatory rate and if the City remains non-
mandatory the rate will, over the next three years, be adjusted to reflect a non-mandatory rate 
schedule. 
 
Also at the May 12 meeting, Council was presented with information as to what the rates would 
be if the City adopted mandatory service. If the City were to adopt mandatory garbage service, 
the proposed monthly rate for a 32-gallon cart, as reflected above, would be increased by 1.3%, 
or $0.23 per month, while the proposed non-mandatory rate reflects 8.4%, or $1.45 increase. 
 
Since approximately 74% of the residences in Placerville subscribe to garbage collection service, 
mandatory residential garbage service, which results in a significantly reduced rate, would 
benefit a significant majority of the residents of Placerville.  
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At the conclusion of the presentation on May 12, the Council directed staff to prepare an 
ordinance requiring garbage collection service within the City of Placerville.  That ordinance is 
before the Council tonight for introduction and a first reading. 
 
As discussed above, the obvious benefit to City residents if the City were to adopt mandatory 
garbage service is that the vast majority of residences in the City would experience a rate 
increase of $.23 per month as opposed to a $1.45 per month. Not only does mandatory service 
benefit the citizens of Placerville with a lower rate structure, thereby minimizing the impact on 
existing customers who subscribe for service, it also reduces redundant vehicular traffic resulting 
in better air quality; it provides uniform service to all properties; it increases recycling 
participation; and substantially reduces illegal dumping.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
Mandatory service will result in an increase in the franchise fees received by the City.  Also, 
there will be a minimal fiscal impact associated with establishing mandatory garbage service in 
that City staff will have to work with El Dorado Disposal staff to determine which properties are 
not complying with the ordinance and prepare the necessary liens which will be recorded against 
non-compliant properties.  The major fiscal impact is, however, that as a result of establishing 
mandatory garbage service will save approximately $15,500 per years for refuse pick-up at Lions 
and Rotary Parks which will be provided free of charge. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed for fiscal impact: 
 
 
________________________________   ___________________________________  
John Driscoll      Dave Warren 
City Manager/City Attorney    Finance Director 
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