
 
 
DATE:  June 9, 2009  
 
TO:   City Council 
 
FROM: George Nielsen, Chief of Police 
 
SUBJECT: HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE                                         
  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION   

This item is for public discussion and to receive input from the Council, City staff and the public as 
a mandatory part of the City of Placerville Hazard Mitigation Plan Update process. Council 
members, staff and the public are encouraged to comment on the current Plan and to provide 
suggestions for additions and modifications to the Plan as part of the Plan update process. A copy 
of the current plan is attached for reference and review.  

 

BACKGROUND 

The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 amended the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act by adding section 322 – Mitigation Planning. Congress decided that the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) should place more emphasis on the planning process to 
promote and support sustainable, disaster resistant communities. Mitigation is defined as “sustained 
action taken to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people and their property from hazards and 
their effects”. As of November 1, 2004, a mitigation plan approved by FEMA and the State was 
required from any community that wished to obtain funding from the Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program, the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program or to receive funding and relief for disaster response. 

The City of Placerville’s Plan was developed in 2004 and 2005 through a collaborative process with 
other local response agencies and stakeholders. The City Plan actually became a part of the larger El 
Dorado County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. The collaborative group included 
representatives from various City and County departments, local citizens with various areas of 
expertise, the El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services, El Dorado Irrigation 
District, El Dorado County Fire Protection District, the El Dorado County Fire Safe Council and 
the California Department of Forestry. 

 

ANALYSIS 

The City Council approved the current Hazard Mitigation Plan on May 10, 2005. The Plan is 
required to be updated every five years. Our Plan update is due by 2010. Police Department staff is 
working with a County-wide collaborative work group as described above to complete the update 
process by the end of September 2009. Staff is in the process of gathering all available relevant 
information and input so as to complete the Plan update in a timely, comprehensive and complete 
manner. Comments and input from Council members, staff and the public are a mandated part of 
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the plan update process and are all important to the process of producing a complete and thorough 
plan update. The Plan is an important opportunity for possible funding of hazard mitigation projects 
and disaster response and relief funding. 

There have been so far two County work group meetings initiating the Hazard Mitigation Update 
process. The mandated plan update process will include a second City level public meeting, 
approximately six additional County Work Group meetings and several other County-wide public 
meetings. The second City public meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, July 21, 2009, 3pm at 
Town Hall. Public comment and input will also be solicited at a County OES booth at the 2009 El 
Dorado County Fair.  

At a future date staff will bring back a final daft Plan update for consideration by the Council. The 
final approved Plan update will be provided to County OES who will submit the Plan update to 
State OES (CALEMA) and FEMA as part of the El Dorado County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan Update. 

In addition, our City Hazard Mitigation Plan will eventually need to be adopted as part of the safety 
element of the City General Plan in order to receive 100% reimbursement for any future qualifying 
disaster events. This is a newer requirement related to AB2140 enacted in September 2006 related to 
qualifications for disaster relief funds exceeding 75% of the costs for disaster events that would 
qualify for reimbursement. Until the Plan is adopted as part of the safety element of the City 
General Plan, we are eligible for a maximum of 75% of the costs of a qualifying disaster event.   

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

There are no direct fiscal impacts. Indirect costs would include staff time to complete the mandated 
update to the plan.  

      

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

___________________________ 

George Nielsen 

Chief of Police 

 

Approved for Submittal to City Council:  Reviewed for Fiscal Impact: 

 

__________________________   ___________________________ 

John Driscoll      Dave Warren 

City Manager/Attorney    Director of Finance    

 

 


