
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE:             August 7, 2009  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses, Director of Public Works 
 
cc: 
 
SUBJECT: CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH OWEN-PSOMAS  
 INC. IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $89,238 TO PROVIDE                               
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO THE CITY TO PROVIDE THE WATER 
QUALITY TESTING AND REPORTING AS REQUIRED UNDER THE CITY’S 
NEW NDPES PERMIT FOR THE HANGTOWN CREEK WATER 
RECLAMATION FACILITY 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution: 
 

1. Approving the Consulting Services Agreement with Owen-Psomas Inc., in an 
amount not to exceed $89,238 for the purpose of providing technical assistance to 
the City to provide water quality testing and reporting to the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, as required under the City’s NPDES 
Permit for the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation Facility, and authorize the 
City Manager to execute same. 

 
Background: 
 
Owen- Psomas Inc. (formerly Owen Engineering) has provided consulting engineering 
services to the City of Placerville for many years relating to the permitting, design, and 
construction of a comprehensive upgrade to the Hangtown Creek Water Reclamation 
Facility, in order to meet the new waste discharge requirements under the City’s prior 
NPDES Permit.  That permit expired in March 2006, and the City and our consultants 
have been working with the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board since 
that time in the development of a new permit.  
 
Owen-Psomas has also provided extensive consulting services to the City with respect to 
the development and approval of the new NPDES Permit, which was adopted by the 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board in April 2008.  This new permit 
has been in effect since that time and will govern the City’s discharge requirements 
governing the Water Reclamation Facility through 2013.  



 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
Incorporated into the current permit are much more stringent limits on pollutants or 
contaminants, and there is a much more intensive schedule for laboratory testing and 
reporting of results to the Regional Board.  This testing and reporting is over and above 
the routine water quality testing and reporting work currently being performed by water 
reclamation facility staff, and the City does not currently have the staff levels or the 
technical expertise to perform the work at this time.  The City retained the services of 
Owen-Psomas during the last fiscal year to perform this specialty work on our behalf, 
with a contract amount not to exceed $140,900.  Owen-Psomas did a very effective job in 
assisting the City in meeting those permit requirements during that timeframe, and the 
actual expenditures to perform that work was approximately $63,341.  
 
The proposed contract for the 2009/ 2010 fiscal year is to perform similar services to 
those identified in the prior contract, with some additional specialty testing and analysis.  
This analysis will conduct a comprehensive evaluation of temperature and the fish and 
macro invertebrate communities of Hangtown Creek, to be performed by the firm of 
Robertson - Bryan Inc.  The Consultant's proposal letter also identifies the potential 
requirement for the City to conduct a "Water Effects Ratio Study (WER)" for the 
concentration of copper contained in the City's discharge effluent.  Since the new plant 
has come online, the City's initial analysis results indicate that the concentrations of 
copper in the plant's effluent are lower than the final concentration limits for copper 
required under our permit and therefore the WER study may not be necessary.  The 
potential cost of the study is approximately $72,000, and the Consultant has identified 
this potential in their proposal for budgeting purposes.  Should subsequent laboratory 
analysis indicate that we have a problem with copper concentrations the required WER 
study would be added by contract amendment. 
 
The attached Consulting Services Agreement outlines the schedule and the nature of the 
laboratory testing and data reporting that is required under the terms of the City’s NPDES 
Permit and the cost of the proposed services to be provided by Owen-Psomas and their 
sub consultants.  The cost for the second year of services is estimated to be approximately 
$89,238 with the potential for an additional $72,000 to conduct the WER study should 
that become necessary. 
 
As stated above, this work is highly technical in nature and is over and above the normal 
work that has been provided in the past by water reclamation facility staff.  Because 
Owen-Psomas has worked with the City for so many years on the upgrading of this 
facility this firm is uniquely qualified to engage in these activities on the City’s behalf. 
 
 
 
 



Fiscal Impact: 
 
As you know, Bartle Wells Associates (BWA) is currently studying the City’s 
wastewater user rates, and staff anticipates the study results will be brought to the 
Council for consideration later this month.  Last June, the Council adopted a 90 day 
interim continuing appropriation for the Sewer Enterprise Fund which represents 25% of 
the revised Fiscal Year 2008/2009 Sewer Enterprise Fund Operating Budget, including 
25% of the initial $140,900 agreement with Owen-Psomas, Inc.  The interim continuing 
appropriation was adopted so that the wastewater system could continue operations 
without interruption until such time when the user rate study is complete and a Fiscal 
Year 2009/2010 Sewer Enterprise Fund Operating Budget is adopted by the Council. 
 
Staff anticipates the current 90 day interim continuing appropriation is adequate to 
accommodate the proposed $89,238 agreement with Owen-Psomas Inc. through 
September 30, 2009.  Also, both the draft wastewater rate study and the draft Fiscal Year 
2009/2010 Sewer Enterprise Fund Operating Budget assume the proposed agreement 
with  Owen-Psomas, Inc. 
 
Tonight, staff respectfully requests that the City Council approve the Consulting Services 
Agreement with Owen Psomas, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $89,238. 
 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 


