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City of Placerville 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 
DATE:  September 8, 2009 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses, Director of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE RIGHT–OF-

WAY CONTRACT FOR THE RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION 
REQUIRED FROM ASSESSORS PARCEL No. 004-261-24, FOR THE 
BLAIRS LANE BRIDGE AT HANGTOWN CREEK (CIP #40604) 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That City Council adopt a resolution: 

 
1. Authorizing the City Manager to execute the Right-Of-Way Contract for the right-of-

way acquisition required from Assessors Parcel Number (APN) 004-261-24. 
 
2. Authorizing staff to open an escrow account with Placer Title Company to complete the 

transactions pursuant to the provisions of the Right-Of-Way Contract. 
 
3. Authorizing the Finance Director to deposit funds into the escrow account in the amount 

of the agreed upon purchase price, plus any additional required escrow fees and closing 
costs.  

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Eskaton Village, Placerville, LLC, (Lakemont Homes) has been in the process of constructing a 
retirement village at the new southern terminus of Blairs Lane.  One of the conditions of 
approval was to widen Blairs Lane to local street standards, and to widen the bridge accordingly.  
Subsequently, it was determined that replacement of the bridge is eligible under the Highway 
Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation (HBRR) Program.  
 
Because improvements to the bridge were required as a condition for the Lakemont project, they 
are responsible for any costs associated with these improvements.  Therefore, Lakemont has 
been funding the local match for the HBRR Grant, as well as any associated staff costs.  In 
addition, because it is a Federal Program, project administration is required to be performed by 
the local agency.  The City has entered into an agreement with Quincy Engineering and they 
have begun the work on the design. 
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 Universal Field Services is the right-of-way acquisition sub consultant to Quincy Engineering.  
In December of 2007 the City Council authorized staff to proceed with obtaining property 
appraisals and to begin the right-of-way acquisition process to obtain the necessary rights-of-way 
for the new bridge, and approach the roads on Blairs Lane.  Universal Field Services has been 
engaged in the process since receiving that authorization and the subject Right-Of-Way Contract 
is the first of several that will be coming to the City Council for approval in the upcoming 
months. 
  
DISCUSSION: 
 
Attached is a copy of the Grant Deeds and Exhibits delineating the right-of-way and easement 
requirements for APN 004-261-24 (the gas station located at 1296 Broadway) and a copy of the 
final Right-Of-Way Contract.  The purchase price agreed to in the Right-Of-Way Contract is 
$28,858, which includes $20,400 for the appraised value for the right-of-way acquired, plus 
$8,458 for compensation to the property owner to allow the relocation of an air-water station and 
bollard replacement that were impacted by the project construction.  This purchase price is 
consistent with the authority previously granted by City Council.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2005/2006 Capital Improvement Program Budget 
which appropriated $1,265,000 for the Blairs Lane Bridge Over Hangtown Creek project (CIP 
#40604) as follows: 
 
HBRR Grant 1,012,000$  
Developer Obligation 253,000       
    Total 1,265,000$  

 
 
To date, Lakemont Homes has deposited $205,500 with the City, which is held in trust to pay for 
the City’s local match for the HBRR grant.  The following is a summary of revenues staff 
anticipates receiving for the design and right-of-way acquisition phase of the project: 
 
Developer Deposit (Local Match) 205,500$   
HBRR Grant (Billed) 361,860     
HBRR Grant (Unbilled) 149,494     
    Total 716,854$  
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To date, the project has encumbered the following agreements: 
 
Quincy Engineering, Inc. (Original Agreemen 105,500$   
Quincy Engineering, Inc. (Addendum No. 1) 311,400     
Quincy Engineering, Inc. (Addendum No. 2) 115,910     
Quincy Engineering, Inc. (Addendum No. 3) 43,400       
Right-of-Way Acquisition (Proposed) 28,858       
E&TS Consulting 162            
McDonough Holland & Allen 415            
Holdredge & Kull 3,573         
California Department of Transportation 5,000         
El Dorado County Recorder/Clerk 1,800         
PG&E 1,000         
Engineering Staff 14,959       
    Total 631,977$  

 
 
As you can see, the $631,977 in encumbrances, including the proposed $28,858 right-of-way 
acquisition, is well within the $1,265,000 project budget as well as the $716,854 in revenue 
streams available during the design and right-of-way acquisition phase of the project.     
 
Tonight, staff respectfully requests the City Council to authorize the City Manager to execute the 
Right-Of-Way Contract and to authorize staff to take the necessary steps to complete the 
transaction.  
 
 
Prepared by:                                                               Reviewed for Fiscal Impacts by: 
 

    
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Director of Public Works    Director of Finance 
 
 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
_____________________________                          
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 


