
 
City of Placerville 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: September 8, 2009  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses, Director of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH BT 

CONSULTING FOR DESIGN OF THE GIOVANNI AND 
MADRONE SEWER LIFT STATIONS 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council adopt a Resolution:  
 

1. Authorizing the City Manager to execute a Consulting Services Agreement with 
BT Consulting in an amount not to exceed $18,550 to provide design consulting 
services for the Giovanni and Madrone Sewer Lift Stations.  

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of Placerville’s sanitary sewer collection system continues to age and degrade.  
Particularly susceptible to the effects of time and corrosive sewer gases are the lift 
stations, which contain pumps, valves, and metal components such as guide rails.  
Engineering Staff have identified two such stations which are in immediate need of 
complete replacement, located at Giovanni Drive and Madrone Lane.  The stations have 
had numerous problems in the past resulting in frequent maintenance and costly repairs.  
With the shortage of Public Works staff, specifically in our maintenance division, the 
City does not have the time or money to continue to invest in the upkeep and 
maintenance of these lift stations.  More importantly, a failed lift station and resulting 
spill is certainly more costly in emergency response, repair or replacement, clean up, and 
fines than being proactive and investing in a replacement.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The shortage of Public Works staff also extends to the design division where current 
workload would prohibit a timely in-house design of the replacement lift stations.  
Engineering staff are currently fully engaged with project development for the 
Combellack Rd Bike Lane Project, and the ARRA funded Cold Springs Rd /Carson Rd 
Overlay Project.  Therefore, Engineering staff have contacted a local expert in the field, 
Peter Thorne of BT Consulting, who provided a Consulting Engineering proposal for the 



redesign of the Giovanni & Madrone Sewer Lift Stations.  The contract scope includes 
pre- engineering design, a presentation to the City Council to aid in selection of a pre-
packaged system, and a construction bid package consisting of construction drawings, 
specifications and cost estimates. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
The City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2002/2003 Capital Improvement Program 
Budget which appropriated $75,000 for the Sewer Lift Station Rehabilitation, Phase 2 
project (CIP #40330).  To date the project has encumbered the following agreements: 
 
BT Consulting (Proposed) 18,550$  
Carnihan Electric 867         
Counihan Consulting Engineering 736         
Macintosh Engineering 36,000    
Engineering Personnel 2,273      
    Total 58,426$ 

 
 
As you can see, the $58,426 in total encumbered agreements, including the proposed 
$18,550 agreement with BT Consulting, is well within the $75,000 project budget.  
Proceeds from the 2006 Wastewater System Refinancing and Improvement Project 
Revenue Bonds, which is a one-time funding source, will be used to fund the remainder 
of this project.   
 
Tonight, staff respectfully requests that Council approve the Consulting Services 
Agreement, in an amount not to exceed $18,550 with BT Consulting, and authorize the 
City Manager to execute said agreement. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Nate Stong      Randy Pesses 
Associate Civil Engineer    Director of Public Works 
 
Reviewed for Fiscal Impacts by:                           Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
______________________________                   ________________________________ 
Dave Warren,                                                         John Driscoll, 
Director of Finance                                                City Manager / City Attorney 


