
City of Placerville 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
DATE: September 18, 2009  
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses, Director of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: A LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT WITH 
CALTRANS FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAINTAINING LANDSCAPING WITHIN 
STATE HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY ON SCHNELL SCHOOL ROAD AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF BROADWAY 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council adopt a Resolution: 

 
1. Authorizing the Public Works Director to execute an agreement with Caltrans for 

"Landscape Maintenance within State Highway Right-Of-Way on Route 50 
within the City of Placerville", in substantially the form and content of the Draft 
Agreement, for the purpose of maintaining landscaping improvements along both 
sides of Schnell School Road between the eastbound Highway 50 on and off 
ramps, and the Broadway intersection. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Broadway Village Design Day determined that a desirable goal would be to 
aesthetically enhance the entry ways into the Broadway Village area. A key area to 
receive aesthetic improvements is the vacant land on either side of Schnell School Road 
between the Hwy. 50 ramps and the Broadway intersection. 
 
In keeping with that design goal, discussions began amongst the Broadway Village 
Association, Community Pride, and the staff at Louisiana Schnell School to develop a 
plan to achieve the desired landscaping improvements.  School representatives proposed 
that the planting and maintenance of the landscape gardens at these locations become a 
school project for students at the Louisiana Schnell School, and they begin work to 
develop a program at the school to implement this vision.  School staff and community 
members have been working on this project since approximately 2007 and hope to begin 
work on installing the landscape garden this fall. 
 
 



 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
An initial step towards the implementation of this project was to determine the ownership  
of the land area where the gardens were proposed.  City staff engaged in the research to 
identify the landowner and determined that the area in question was actually right-of-way 
that was acquired by Caltrans for the construction of the Hwy. 50 freeway improvements 
in the 1950s, and Caltrans still retains ownership of this right-of-way. 
 
Appropriate Caltrans staff was contacted to obtain the necessary permission to install the 
landscape gardens at the subject locations, and a landscape planting plan and irrigation 
plan was developed and submitted to Caltrans for approval. 
 
The planting and irrigation plans are very close to receiving final approval from Caltrans. 
The final step necessary to receive a permit to perform the work is entering into an 
agreement with Caltrans for the ongoing maintenance of this landscaping.  Caltrans will 
not enter into an agreement with a nongovernmental entity on these issues and therefore it 
is necessary for the City of Placerville to be the entity that actually enters into the 
agreement with Caltrans in this regard.  To expedite the final adoption of the agreement 
and the issuance of the permit to construct the gardens, it is requested that the City 
Council delegate the authority to the Public Works Director to execute the final 
agreement once it is submitted to the City by Caltrans.  Attached is a copy of the 
landscaping plan and irrigation plan that has been submitted to Caltrans, and a draft 
agreement entitled "Agreement for Landscape Maintenance within State Highway Right-
Of-Way on Route 50 within the City of Placerville".  Delegating authority to the Public 
Works Director to execute this agreement presumes that there are no substantive changes 
forthcoming from Caltrans that would significantly modify the draft agreement attached 
hereto. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
City staff has been assisting the project proponents in locating the existing water system 
at the proposed landscape area, and have been assisting in the contact and coordination 
with Caltrans.  It is anticipated that there will be continued staff support during the 
implementation of this project, and the overall cost to the City will be nominal.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tonight, staff respectfully requests that Council authorize the Public Works Director to 
execute an agreement with Caltrans for "Landscape Maintenance within State Highway 
Right-Of-Way on Route 50 within the City of Placerville", in substantially the same form 
and content as the Draft Agreement, for the purpose of maintaining landscaping 
improvements along both sides of Schnell School Road between the eastbound Highway 
50 on and off ramps, and the Broadway intersection. 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed for Fiscal Impact by: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Randy Pesses      Dave Warren 
Public Works Director    Director of Finance 
 
 
 
Approved for Submittal to City Council: 
 
 
 
  
John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
 


