
h:\cmca\staffreports\2009\111009HolidayParking.rpt;11/06/09 

1 

 

 
 
 

City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  November 10, 2009 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll, City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: RELAXATION OF PARKING ENFORCEMENT FOR 2009  
 HOLIDAY SEASON 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Council consider relaxing parking enforcement for the 2009 holiday season, and that in 
the event the Council determines to relax the parking regulations, it do so by extending free 
parking in the off-street parking facilities to three (3) hours. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The current City parking regulations provide for two hours free parking, both on-street and in the 
City’s off-street parking facilities, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.  Individuals needing to park for 
longer than two hours may do so in the off-street parking facilities by paying $1.00 for every 
hour after the two free hours, up to a maximum of $6.00. These regulations are enforced 
Mondays through Saturdays. 
 
In the past, the City has maintained the two-hour parking limit on Main Street, but relaxed 
enforcement of the time regulations in the City’s off-street facilities during the holiday season. 
The regulations were not relaxed during the holiday season in 2007.  In 2008, free parking was 
extended to three hours for both on-street and off-street parking.  This lasted until June 2009. 
 
Staff met with the PDA Parking Committee on November 2, 2009, and discussed alternatives for 
relaxing the parking regulations during the holiday season.  They voted to leave the parking 
regulations unchanged for the 2009 holiday season. This matter was discussed further at the 
November 5, 2009 PDA meeting. After much discussion and some confusion, the vote was 6 to 5 
to not accept the Parking Committee recommendation to leave the parking regulations 
unchanged for the 2009 holiday season. It is not clear to staff at this time as to whether there is 
any specific recommendation from PDA as to what extent the parking regulations should be 
relaxed. 
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The impetus for the extended period of relaxed parking regulations last year was the presence of 
the continuing Highway 50 OPS project and its detrimental effect on local business. That project 
is now virtually complete and it is not a factor at this time.  However, the economic downturn 
still exists and staff feels that is certainly a significant factor in the request for relaxing the 
parking regulations. 
 
If the parking regulations were relaxed to provide for three-hour free parking the off-street 
facilities, the cost for appropriate signage would be $400 to $500, and the lost revenue from daily 
parking and citations would be approximately $1,500 to $2,000.  Presently, the parking fund is 
operating within budget.  In fact, revenues are up from what was forecasted and expenses are 
running under budget.  The budget could absorb this projected loss of revenue for a short period 
of time, but if the regulations were relaxed for an extended period of time as was done last year, 
the budget would be severely impacted. 
 
If the Council were to consider relaxed regulations, there are several options available.  One 
option is to go to three-hour free parking for both on-street and off-street parking, as was done 
last year.  Another option is to keep two-hour free parking on Main Street and provide for three 
hours of free parking in the off-street parking facilities.  If the Council desires to relax parking 
regulations for the holidays, the latter option would be staff’s recommendation.  By keeping the 
free parking on Main Street at two hours, there will be the turnover of parking spaces that some 
of the Main Street businesses require. 
 
It is also staff’s recommendation that any relaxation of parking regulations for the holidays 
should be limited to the period of Thanksgiving through New Year’s Day. As indicated above, 
any longer period would severely impact the parking fund. 
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS  
 
The fiscal impact of relaxing the parking regulations will depend upon the duration of the 
relaxed regulations and the exact nature of the relaxed regulations.  However, should the Council 
adopt relaxed regulations as recommended by staff, the cost for the additional signage is 
approximately $400 to $500, and the lost revenue from citations and daily parking would be 
approximately $1,500 to $2,000. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed for fiscal impact: 
     
 
_________________________________   ___________________________________ 
John Driscoll      Dave Warren 
City Manager/City Attorney    Finance Director 
 
 


