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City of Placerville 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
DATE:  December 8, 2009 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: John Driscoll 
  City Manager/City Attorney 
     
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

PLACERVILLE URGING APPROVAL OF NEW PLACERVILLE 
COURTHOUSE PROJECT 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the City Council adopt a resolution urging approval of the new Placerville Courthouse Project. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Several years ago, the State of California took over operation of the court system from the 
individual counties within the state. As a result, the State of California now employs the personnel 
related to the court system and is responsible for the maintenance and construction of court 
facilities.  The existing courtroom facilities on Main Street and in County Building C have been 
identified by the Judicial Council of California as unsafe, substandard, overcrowded and physically 
deficient.  As a result, the State has been looking to relocate these court facilities. 
 
El Dorado County has offered to provide approximately 5.9 acres of land adjacent to the County 
Jail, on a hillside immediately south of Highway 50 on Forni Road, to the Judicial Council for the 
purpose of constructing a new six-courtroom facility.  The facility will be approximately 88,000 
square feet and will provide a modern, secure courthouse with centralized criminal, traffic, civil, 
family and small claims proceedings for the Western Slope of El Dorado County. Both the City and 
the County, in March 2009, sent letters to the Judicial Council of California identifying this site as a 
site within the City for the proposed new courthouse.  Copies of those letters are attached to this 
report for the Council’s information. 
 
The Judicial Council adopted a list of 41 Immediate and Critical Need priority group projects to be 
funded by revenues from certain court fees, penalties and assessments. The Placerville Courthouse 
Project is on the list and is one of the highest priority projects for the judicial branch. Approval of 
this project, which would establish the scope, cost and schedule, is on the agenda of the California 
State Public Works Board (Public Works Board) for December 14, 2009. The estimated cost of the 
Project is $89,426,000, which would be funded from the above-referred-to revenues. The tentative 
project schedule calls for construction to be complete by 2014. 
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El Dorado County will be adopting a resolution urging approval by the Public Works Board of the 
Placerville Courthouse Project.  This action is on the December 8, 2009, agenda for the Board of 
Supervisors’ meeting.  The County has requested that the City consider a similar resolution urging 
approval. Staff is of the opinion that it is very important to the City of Placerville to maintain the 
courts within the City.  Not only is Placerville the county Seat, but the presence of the courts brings 
additional revenues to the City.  The State has made it very clear that the existing facilities are 
unacceptable.  There are not a lot of sites located within the City limits that could accommodate the 
new Courthouse Project. The site that is being proposed has been considered for some time now to 
be the appropriate site for the new courtroom facilities. Staff is requesting that the Council adopt a 
resolution urging the Public Works Board to approve the new Placerville Courthouse Project. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
There isn’t a direct fiscal impact associated with the requested action, however, maintaining 
courtroom facilities within the City of Placerville certainly has an indirect fiscal impact not only on 
businesses within the City, but on City revenues as well. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________________  
John Driscoll 
City Manager/City Attorney 


