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City of Placerville 
Public Works Department 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 
DATE: December 2, 2009 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Randy Pesses, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR TO 

SUBMIT GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR VARIOUS LOCAL, STATE AND 
FEDERAL FUNDING PROGRAMS. 

 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Staff recommends the City Council adopt a Resolution:  
 

1. Authorizing the Public Works Director to apply for grant funding by submitting grant 
applications for various local, State and Federal funding programs that from time to time 
become available, provided the source of any required local match funding is 
appropriately identified. 

2. Authorizing the Public Works Director or City Manager to sign in the name of the City 
all necessary documents required to submit such grant applications. 

3. Requiring that any successful grant applications be brought back to the City Council for 
ratification and budget appropriation prior to the City entering into a formal Grant 
Agreement. 

 
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION: 
 
The City of Placerville has the opportunity to pursue grants through various sources.  These 
grants would help fund Capital Improvement Projects (CIP), maintain roadways, trails, 
sidewalks, water and sewer facilities, and other municipal needs of the City of Placerville. 
 
Many grant programs have very tight time deadlines, and it would be beneficial to have the 
flexibility to apply for grants without the need for specific authority required for each grant 
application, in terms of both reduced staff time and the ability to apply for grants discovered at 
the last minute.  Those grants application deadlines often don’t work with the timing of regular 
meetings of the City Council.  
 
Grants come with various conditions and requirements, and the Public Works Director will 
review grant conditions carefully so as not to encumber the City with onerous requirements.  For 
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example, with Federal grants there are often so many reporting, tracking, and other requirements 
that it only makes sense to apply for a grant if it’s over a certain dollar amount threshold, 
currently $200,000 or more.  Similarly, with State grants where the administrative burden is less 
onerous the threshold is currently $50,000.  A rubberized asphalt concrete grant may come with 
conditions affecting City-wide operations such as requiring the establishment of a Recycling 
Coordinator and ongoing reporting.  These issues are weighed by the Public Works Director in 
deciding whether or not to apply for a given grant or other funding opportunity. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
There is no fiscal impact as a result of this action.  In applying for only those grants with 100% 
funding and no local match, fiscal impacts associated with future grants would be limited to the 
staff time to prepare the application and administer the grant.  Grant applications that require a 
local match will not be submitted until the funding source for the local match has been identified.  
 
Prepared by:   Approved by: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________  
Nathan Stong, Randy Pesses,  
Associate Civil Engineer Public Works Director  
 
 
Reviewed for Fiscal Impacts by: Approved for submittal by: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Dave Warren, John Driscoll, 
Director of Finance City Manager / City Attorney 
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